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here. The powers of the Crown with re-
gard to the challenging of jurors are not
at present clearly defined. The Bill re-
moves that ground of complaint, and
places the law on a level with that of the
Eastern States and England. Provision is
also made to enable a judge to order a
convicted person to make monetary com-
pensation to a person whom he has in-
jured. The Bill is largely a Committee
one, and when the measure reaches that
stage I will he prepared to give ally ex-
planation that lion, members may re-
quire.

On motion by Hon. W. Kingsniill debate
adjourned.

PAPERS-SEED POTATOES, TM-
PORTATION.

Debate resumed from 23rd October onl
the motion of the Hon. V. Hamersley:
"That there be laid on the Table of the
House all the papers in connection with
the experiment of importing seed potatoes
from England, inluding-(l) the cost of
the seed; (2) the money derived from dis-
posal of same; (3) the results of Ilie ex-
perimen t."

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.J. NY. Drew) : I have no opposition to
offer to the motion.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.4.9 p.m.

teatelattve flsemblp,
Wednesday, .29th October, 1913.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - STATE STEAMSHIP
"WESTERN AUSTRALIA," COLD
STORAGE.

Mr. MADE asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that the cool storage cargo for
Broome, carried by the s.s. "Western Aus-
tralia" on the recent trip up the coast, had
to be destroyed, being unfit for human
consumption? 2, Is it a fact that the
same steamer landed a quantity of her
own stores for storage at Broome, mag-
goty rabbits, etc., which, to avoid prose-
cutions by the health authorities, had to be
incinerated in a local boiler furnace? 3,
Is it not a fact that the cold storage plant
was newly installed into the "Western
Australia" shortly after her purchase by
the Government? 4, Is it not a fact that
the cool storage chamber and plant have
been working unsatisfactorily almost ever
since the steamer started running on the
coast? 5, Is it a fact that the "Western
Australia" arrived in Roebuck Bay from
Port Hedland on Wednesday morning, the
15th October, but did not land her mails
till nearly midnight, with the consequence
that the public did not get their letters
until 10.30 the following day? 6, Why
were the mails not landed by the ship's
crew on the day of her arrival at Broome,
so that the public might have received
their letters the same day?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No
reports are to hand from the ship or the
coast as to any failure of the refrigerator.
3, The plant was in the ship when she was
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purchased. 4, Yes. 5 and 6, No reports
are to hand as to these alleged occur-
rences.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SLEEPING
CARRIAGES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Railways: 1, In view of the great
benefts that second-class travellers have
received from the provision by the present
Government of second-class carriages on
the Eastern Goldfields railway, will he
have second-class sleeping carriages made
available on the Great Southern railwayl
2, If so, will he endeavour to have this
eonvenience provided quicklyl

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Minister for Railways) replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes, by next summer.

QIJESTION-GEETARNING TOWN-
SITE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Is he aware that re-
peated applications have been made for the
provision of a town site at Geetarning, on
the Yillimiuiug-ICondinin railway, where
already businesses are being established?
2, Wilt the Government have. town lots
surveyed and thrown open for selection
at Qeetarning as soon as possible?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. Action is now
being taken to resume the necessary land
for a townsite.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: 1, By-laws

of Balingup Road Board (Trespass and
Poundage Fees). 2, By-laws of Wiekepin
District Road Board (Valuation of An-
nual Value).

ASSENT TO BTTJLS.
Message from the Governor received

and read, notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:-

], Friendly Societies Act Amendment.
2, Supply (No. 2) £1,025,000.

MOTION-UNIVERSITY SITE.
Mr. DW-YER (Perth) moved-

That this House is of opinion that
the most suitable site for the prin-
cipal permanent buildings of the Uni-
versity of Western Australia is at or
-near the corner of Thomas-street and
King's Park-road, being portion of
the King's Park reserve, and recom-
mends that the necessary legislation
to that effect be introduced.

He said : The motion that appears in
my name upon the Notice Paper to-day
is the outcome of a petition which I pre-
sented to the House some little while
ago. That petition was presented by
me on behalf of Convocation of the Sen-
ate of the University of Western Aus-
tralia and the Right Rev Dr. Riley.
Warden of the Convocation. It Vwas
founded upon a resolution of Convoca-
tion asking that a certain portion of
King's Park. should be set apart for the
purposes of a site for the University of
Western Australia. This petition was
ordered to he printed for the informa-
tion of members of this House and
copies of it are now being distributed in
order that members might have an op-
portunity of presenting their views on
this pletition. I notified my intention of
movine the motion standing in my name.
Though I have done so at the re-
quest of Convocation. I must certainly
say that for myself personally speak-
ing, I am one who thinks that in a ques-
tion of this kind it behoves every -public
man who has at heart the interests of West-
ern Australia, to see that the interests of
education, and above all, of higher edu-
cation, in Western Australia at present
and for all timie should be borne in mind..
Mfy opinion, my strong and firm eon-
%'iction. is that the proposed site at Craw-
ley is unsuitable and that only one site
should be fived for the University, and
that is a site which is accessible, easily
got at, easily approached, and which will
only take a short time to -reach by the
persons who intend, or who are most
likely to use the University for the pur-
poses of education. I think it is very
necessary that we should say something
as regards determining the site for this
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University. The Senate have spoken
and by a small majority have decided
that in their opinion Crawley is the most
suitable site. Convocation have spoken
and almost unanimously Convocation
have decided that Crawley is not a suit-
able site. There were other propositions
placed before them, and I think some
of the members favoured West Subiaco,
and some King-'s Park, hut a t any rate,
the opinion that Crawley wa~s unsuitable
Wall almost iunalnimous amiong the mem-
bers of Convocation. A great deal of
tinniented abuse has been thrown upon
Convocation, of which I have the honour
to be a humble member, but I do think
a body c-reated by statute, A body with
imnportant duties'and functions to per-
form, should have its opinion on a ques-
tion of this kind considered and weighed
very carefudly, rather than that its maem-
bers should have ridicule heaped upon
themn, or their recommendations,. meta-
phorically speaking, thrown into the
waste paper basket. With regard to the
duties of Convocation in addition to and
to the Act constituting- the University of
WVestern Australia. One of the principal
duties of Convocation in addition to and
even apart from their statutory duty, is
to see thit the people of Western Aus-
iralia now and the future population of
the State are served as well as they pos-
sibly (-an be w(rved in the initiation of
this our greatest educational effort, in
seeing that it is placed in its proper
position for the utility of all the people
and considering that that is their duty I
mut confess with surprise and sorrow
that their opinions have not received
that consideration which they merited.
Others have expressed their opinions in
addition to the Senate and Convocation.
We had the 'Premier expressing his
opinion last nkzht, also the leader of the
Opposition, by a sort of unholy alliance
and, I think, with different objects in
view. The Premier expressed a certain
opinion because hie wants West Subiaco,
for workers' homes, a very laudable de-
sire indeed, and one of which in other
circumstances I would approve unhesi-
tatingly, and even now I say there is
nothing inconsistent about alienating

the West Subiaco endowmient lands for
the purpose- of workers' homes to be
erected, -whether it is by the Senate of
the University or by thie Government
it matters not which, provided they are
workers' homnes, and there is nothing
inconsistent in that, and in fixing the per-
mianent home of the University in the
most central and accommodating part of
the City. The leader of the Opposition
for different objects, I think, has sup-
ported the Premier in this matter. I
would suggest that the objects of the
leader of the Opposition are simply these
that-as stated by the hion. membher for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). who ex-
pressed very sound views on this ques-
tion, which I am very happy to endorse
-the leader of the Oppositioti had in
view the University site as one for
excIlusiveness. It seems to me that
the first essential of a university
sho0uld be its accessibility to the
people who are to use it. And
who are the people who are to use
the University of Western Australia?
They are not the leisured classes which
wve find in the Old Country, they are not
people of very great wealth. On the
contrary, they are people who for the
most, part have to work for their living-
during the day and who are prepared to
sacrifice their spare hours ait night time
in order to increase their little stock of
knowledge. This is the class for which
we cater, and in add ition to these we,
have stud eats not engaged in daily toil,
the children of people of all classes,.
and I do not think any of them are very
wealthy, and who, therefore, cannot af-
ford the old idea of exclusive universities,
which obtains in the Old Country. If*
these arc the people we are to eater for-
surely it is for us to see that the Univer-.
sity buildings and instruction, and teach-_
ing, are brought as close to them as pos-.

sbe Itionynecessary for me, TF
think, to point out how inconsistent some
members can be on a question such as;
this, If the site for a modern school were'
being considered, who would dream of'
putting it out at Canning Bridge or
Crawley Point? If it were the site of a
technical school which was being qonsidt
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ered, who would dream of putting it out
there eitheri So, too, with any educa-
tional institution which is to be availed
of by the coming generations, no one
would dream of putting it out where the
University is supposed to go.

[The Deputy Speaker (Air. Mco eall)
took the Choir.]

Hon. Frank Wilson: Canning Bridge
is not suggested as a site for the 'Univer-
sity.

Mr. DWYER: I will come to that pres-
ently. In the case of any of these
institutions I think what members
would consider as one of the prin-
cipal points in the question is that
the building, the site, the permanent
home of any of these institutions
should be placed right in the heart of the
people, as close to it as possible, where all
who wish might avail themselves of the
educational advantages offered free of
cost by the Government. If it were in-
tended that the University should be one
at which people would reside, pay hig~h
fees, one where they would have their
associated colleges or affiliated institu-
tion, with their large pleasure grounds,
and all the exclusiveness that is associated
with universities in the Old Cotfutry-
if that were the case, then I should say
Crawley would ha an ideal position. But
if it is intended to bring the University
of Western Australia close to the hearts
and homes and intellects of growing West
Australians and of West Australians yet
to he born, there is only one class of
place to put it. namely some place easy
of access, where the students will not lose
their evenings in going to and returning
from the institution.

Mr. Gill: 'Where is that, West Subiaco9
Mr. DWYER: The interruption gives

me an opportunity to explain that, per-
sonally, I am not tied down to any par-
licular site, provided it is central, near
the people who want to use it. But while
I am not altogether tied down to any par-
ticular site, I am altogether opposed to
a site which it will take a quarter of an
hoor to reach and a quarter of an hour
to return from, and which is at the samte

time supposed to serve the people fromt
Midland Junction to Fremantle. it
.seems to me a proposition that goes with-
out saying that the student from Freman-
tle who has to travel to Claremont or
Subiaco, and thea to await his tram for
Crawley, and who, after the lectures have
finished, has to await the tram which will
take him to the railway station, in order
that he may return to his home--it seems
to mae it is a ridiculous .proposition

to ask that student to face in our
generation. I hold that the posi-
tion of the. proposed site at Craw-
Icy is by its very inaccessibility
alone rendered a proposition impossible
of accomplishment, and one which will
not commend itself to the students. In
fact, I should very much like to see the
question of site go to a referendum of
the people, a referendum whereby they
Would decide whether the University was,
to be at Crawley or elsewhere. This is
aL matter in which all are concerned; it
concerns the whole future of Western
Australia perhaps more intimately than
do most of the Acts we place on our
statute-book. It is a matter, therefore,
which I would like the people to be given
an opportunity of deciding. Leave it to
the people to decide, whether it be the
people of the metropolitan area or of
the whole Stale; they should be given an
opportunity of saying where they wish
their University to be, and also where
they decide it is not to be. I feel sure
the majority of their voices would affirm
that Crawley is not the proper place for
their sons and daughters and their grand-
children to go for their education, and
that the University should be placed
nearer t heir own homes. However, it is
absolutely necessary that the question
should be taken in hand at once and a
permanent site fixed. If Crawley is not
the proper place, then some other place
should be chosen for the sake of saving
the immense cost of the temporary build-
iugs that have been put up, for the sake
of the saving of the equipment, and for
the sake, too, of the environment, a ques-
tion most important to an educational in-
%titution where the surroundings and en-
vironment speak almost as loudly as do
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the lecturers and professors. For all these
reasons it is necessary that the question
should be determined now where the Uni-
versity is to be situated for all time.
There are certain considerations which I
think this House and the people ought to
have placed before them. Chief and fore-
most is the accessibility of the proposed
site. In connection with this question
of accessibility it should be considered
whom we want to serve. Our Universit
is free to all classes, rich and poor, Jowly
and of high degree; all can go to the
University. Its portals are open to all,
and that being the ease, and the students
now availing themselves of the justrne-
Lion there being almost wholly composed
of those who have to earn their own liv-
ings, we should see to it that the Univer-
sity is so placed that their time is con-
served as much as possible. Then, too,
the University, whilst it ought to be cen-
tral, should not necessarily be in the geo-
graphical centre, but rather in the centre
of population, as near as possible to the
homes of the people. Among the sites that
have been proposed we have Crawley men-
tioned. For the reasons I have already
stated I consider that site undesirable.
Then we have had mentioned King's
Park, West Subiaco, and even the
reserve on the western side of this
building in which we now are. If
we consider these sites I think that
of those suggested King's Park and
West Subiaco are amongst the best.
It is said that by allocating even a small
portion of King's Park we would be rob-
bing the people of their heritage. The
Premier, I think, mentioned something of
that kind last night. It was certainly
mentioned by some members of the
Perth City Council and it seems the
height of hypocrisy that members of
the Perth City C ouncil, who wanted
to run a highway, a main road,
through Hyde Park, are talking about the
spoliation of the people's heritage in-
volved in allocating a small portion of
King's Park as a site for the University.
These gentlemen deliberately determind,
-fortunately they were prevented from
carr vng it into effect-that Hyde Park,
one of the most beautiful reserves stand-

ing in the name of the peoplo of the
City, should he cut in halves b3 a road
carrying heavy traffic and running
through its very centre, spoiling the place
as a place of recreation, depriving it of
its natural beauty and robbing and strip-
ping it of any aesthetic qualities. For-
tunately they were prevented in part by
a public meeting from doing that, hut
now they are saying that to allocate a
small portion of King's Park would be
to deprive the people of portion of their
heritage. But that is not correct. I hold
that we would no more deprive the people
of the use of any portion of King's Park
by allocating a small aeas of it for
university buildings, than we would de-
prive them of portion of the park by
erecting monuments or statuary there.
There are to be no fences there; it
is simply to be a place where the
University buildings will be situated.
The people will still be free to
move amongst those buildings. Even
the little children will be able to
touch those buildings with their hands,
those buildings which in the course of
time will be not only venerable but ven-
erated, and in touching those buildings
the little children will reflect with pride
that they will later go through those
portals, and take advantage of the higher
education to be received within the walls.
It is not spoiling but rather improving
a portion of King's Park, improving it
from the aesthetic and artistic point of
view, and giving a very necessary ad-
junct of ornament to that corner of the
park which it lacks at the present time.
No one takes exception to statuary being
erected there, or even to tearoomns being
erected within the reserve, and that being
the case I do not see why anyone should
take objection to a noble pile of univer-
sity buildings being placed there to
ornament the park, to increase the
aesthetic tastes of the people who make
use of the park, and at the same time to
be useful, as a public educational centre,
to the people of Western Australia for
the generations to come. Another point
of view I wish to put forward is this:
It cannot be said it is going to deprive
the people of their heritage even suppos-
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ing the fences were to he put round,
which it is, not the intention to do, when
we adid, as there ought to be added, these
125 acres, or whatever the area may be,
of Crawley land. That land is virtually,
and ought realty to he, part and parcel
of the King's Park reserve. At the
present time it is largely wade use of by
those who patronise the river, ii. is used
indeed, f venture to say, m~uch more at
the Present time than is the corner of
King's Park which it is proposed to- set
apart as a site for the University buiild-
ings. If there arc 25 or 30 acres3 allocated
here for uiniversity buildings, and as there
will be 105 acres or 140 acres, or what-
ever the acreage is, added to the park
from the Crawley side, the public of
Perth and the people of Western Aus-
tralia will be getting more than their
value by the exchange. The people want
the King's Park. I should never be one
to say they should not have King's Park
-every available inch of it. I would not
say King's Park cannot be added to and~
beautified; the 'University buildings would
beautify it, and the Crawley reserve would
complete the park in what it at present
lacks-a water frontage. It is the duty
of the Government to add CJrawley re-
serve to the Rina's Park. If the people
decide that Ring's Park should be the
site of the University, then it is the duty
of the Government to give it to them so
that there shall he free access to it fromu
all sides by the public.

Mr. B. .1, Stubbs- The city council op-
pose it.

Air. DWYER: The city council are sit-
ting in the chair of repentance. They
acted the part of vandals in connection
with Hyde Park, and now they say we
shall spoil King's Park because we erect
there a graind monument to learning.
That is the city council's idea of what
ought to be the ease. The King's Park
hoard. I understand, have also expressed
a desire to have the University buildings
in the park, with, however, one exception,
that is the chairman. T am informed that
except for the Chairman the members of
the board, who are, so far as the park is
concerned, the custodians on behalf of
the public, have no wish or desire to block

the intention of the people or the gov-
erning body of the University if it is
delerinined that the park is the best site
for the university buildings.

The Premier: They arc not the cus-
todians for the public, Parliament are
the custodians.

iMr. DWYER. The board is placed
there for certain purposes, not as a mere
figurehead. I understand the King's Park
is a class A reservc, just as I understand
the CrawlIcy lands are.

The Premier: They are Crown lands.
Mr. DWYER: Are they not vested in

the University?
The Premier: No.
1%r. DWYER: 1 throw out this pro.

position: that it seems to we if the Gov-
erment give Crawley to King's Park
they will be able to enlarge the radius
of the park also, and if the Government
get the West Subiaco lands for workers'
homes the iy may -well allow the university
buildings to be placed in the IKing's Park.
The Government will be pleased and
satisfied because they will get the West
Suhiaqco lands for workers' homes, and
we shall have the best interests of higher
education attended to by having the Uni-
versity in the place desired by those who
will have to use it. It seems to mue that
there is really very little more for me
to add, except to commend to the House
this motion that I intend to read. But if
it is intended, or if it is -wished, that the
question of site should be left to a refer-
endnm of the people from Fremantle to
M11idland Junction, and if that is moved
as an amendment to my motion, or an
intention is expressed to do that. I will
go to the extent of withdrawing my
motion in favour of it. On a question
of this kind we cannot have greater
wisdom than to trust the people. The
common sense of the people and the
prudence of the people will teach
thenm that the place for the University
is near their heatrths and homes.

Mr. UNWDERWOOD. (Pilbara) I
second the motion.

The MINSTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): The member for Perth
has stated in introducing this motion
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that in the first place he has done so
at the desire of Convocation and I had
hoped that so far as any further support
was concerned, the hon. member would
have probably displayed no personal
predeliction. of any portion of this re-
serve for the particular purpose. How-
ever, in support of the motion he has
submitted, he has taken on himself
to advance arguments and to give his
personal weight to the proposal that
a slice of King's Park should be utilised
for the purpose of establishing the
University. Apart altogether from the
controversy as to which would be the
mast suitable site for the establishment
of the University-the advocates of
the rival sites-I personally am very
strongly opposed to any portion of
King's Park being utilised for this pur-
pose. It is true that so far as the
University is concerned there are several
sites which, in my opinion could be
regarded as suitable, but so f ar as a big
public reserve is concerned, of the
character of King's Park-of a national
Park-there is only one site remaining
to us at the present time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister): There are plenty at Fre-
mantle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
am confident if hon. members will give
it a reasonable degree of thought, if
they recognise how inconceivably bene-
ficial the retention of that reserve will
be, if they realise the original purpose
for which it was granted, and the fact
that increasing population will make
it more necessary and more beneficial
as a great central lung of the metro-
politan area, then I think they will
agree with me that it will be altogether
unwise to out out a slice of it, even for
the purpose of erecting an institution
such as the University. It is all very
well to speak of the University as a
public institution and of the buildings
and the grounds being available to the
public, but the erection of the buildings
will invest it with some air of exclusive-
ness as far as general access to the park
is concerned, and in my opinion it would
be altogether wrong to cut off any
portion of that area for such a purpose.

We have to bear in mind to-day we are
speaking to a metropolitan population
which will increase rapidly as the years
progress, and in twenty years' time the
population is likely to be so great that
the measure of benefit which King's Park
is to the public at the present time will
be increased even to a greater extent
than that increase of population repre-
sents. So far as the debate as to the
availability or accessibility is concerned,
I am at a loss to understand the reason
for the argument advanced that the
site which has been selected by the
University Senate is not accessible and
is not ceatral. It is inevitable that the
shortest route between the City and the
large population in the direction of
Claremont, of Cottesloe, and of Fre-
mantle, will be via the tram route which
is hound to be constructed along the
Perth-Fremantle road, that is the road
along the railway. In view, also, of
the developments that will take place
in those areas adjacent to Crawley,
the fact that a large population will
be settled there within the next few
years, and that increases will go on
rapidly when the tram is constructed,
all add to the advantages which
Crawley has as a site for a university.
and so far as accessibility is concerned.
it is preferable from that point of view
to the site favoured by the mover of
this motion. Hlowever, I do not pro-
pose to argue that aspect of the question
here. My objection is from the stand-
point of making any further inroas
on King's Park, because it must be
borne in mind that when Sir John
Forrest set that apart, the motive that
actuated him was that a considerable
portion of it should be retained in its
native state, and in my opinion too
great inroads have already been made
in the erection of sports grounds, bowl-
ing greens and lawn tennis courts.

Mr. Dwyer: Which should never have
been permitted.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Which should never have been permitted.
But the fact that they have been per-
mitted is not an excuse or warrant that
this should be permitted, and I hope
hon. members will combine in opposing
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the proposal to take such a slice as will
be required for the erection of univer-
sity buildings from the present King's
Park reserve.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): I have
very great pleasure in endorsing the
remarks which have been made by the
Minister for Lands. I am opposed
to this proposal lock, stock, and barrel.
In fact, I look on the King's Park and
the river as Cod's good gifts to Western
Australia. Al] our visitors arriving from
the other States are loud in appreciation
of the beauty of the river and the mag-
nificent, asset we have in a recreation
reserve close to the City. The hon.
member for Perth has pointed out
that if the University-the temple of
learning, as he described it-was erected
there that would add to the magnificence
and beauty of the park. As the Minister
for Lands has pointed out, it would add
to the exclusiveness of it. It would
encroach on the people's reserve. We
should not allow any encroachment
because this reserve has been granted
for the people. If we put one brick
there that would be an encroachmnent
in my opinion.

Mr. Underwood: Put the bricks at
Crawley.

Mr. LEWIS: The hall. member
is quite capable of dealing with Crawley.
In our Australian climate if there is
one thing more than another essential
to the physical well-being of the people
it is fresh air and sunshine, as pointed
out by the Minister, and in twenty years'
time this particular site will be the
centre of the metropolitan area and
a large population will be there, and
this reserve will give an opportunity
to people to take their little ones along
of an afternoon to enjoy the fresh air
and the sunshine. In fact, I am of
opinion that the question of a University
is somewhat premature as far as this
State is concerned, We are a small
population, and after all, when the
University is established, it will in the
majority of cases be an institution for
the children of the well-to-do people,
while the workers' sons and daughters
will be at work.

Mr. Dwyer: If you want workers
to make uwe of it, you must bring it
to them.

Mr. LEWIS: The honl. member for
Perth stated that if a referendum were
taken, he felt sure that the people of
Western Australia would endorse this
site. I1 venture to say that if a refer-
enduma were taken, the people of Western
Australia would turn down this proposal
by a very large majority.

Mr. Dlwyer: You move an amend-
ment for the taking of a referendum
and I will be willing to accept it.

Mr. LEWIS: I think that would
be a waste of public money, because
we are quite capable of judging the
opinion of the people on this particular
question. Their opinion, no doubt, is
that they are absolutely opposed to any
encroachment on the people's reserve.

Mr. flwyer: Why not trust the
people

Mr. LEWIS!± In fact, we have not
made provision in many of the suburban
aea to the extent that we should have

done for reserves of this kind, for in
the long dry summer which we have,
open spaces are essential and I regret
that sufficient provision has not been
made in the suburban areas. Provision
having been made in King's Park, I
commend those who were responsible
for it, and that Park should be kept
in its natural state as far as possible.
I join with the Minister for Lands in
condening the encroachment of bowling
greens, tennis courts, etc., on King's
Park.

Mr. B. 3. STUBBS (Subiaco): It,
appears to me that there is a great deal
mere behind the opposition of Con-
vocation to the Crawley site than appears
on the surface. When we find the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition,
thle Government and the Senate of
the University all in agreement as to
the necessity for and desirableness of
adopting the Crawley site for the
home of the University, and find Con-
vocation bitterly opposing them, I think
we can come to no other conclusion
than that there must be something
more behind it than pure opposition
to the site, more especially when we
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find that Convocation cannot make
up their mind as to which site they
really want. True, they have come
to the conclusion now that they want
a portion of IKing's Park, but that was
only after somen members of Convocation
had pointed out how absurd they were
making themselves look by adopting
two or three alternatives. First they
wanted King's Park, and if they could
not get that they wanted the round
opposite Parliament House, and if they
could not get that they 'would have
been satisfied with West Subiaco. This
shows that they could not make up their
minds as to the site they thought the
best, and the only question upon which
they could come to an agreement was
their opposition to the Crawley site.

Mr. Dwyer: That shows their good
sense.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : Seeing that is
so, I can come to no other conclusion,
and anyone who has studied the agitation
can come to no other conclusion than
that there is far more behind their
opposition than appears on the surface.
The hon. members who are opposing
the Crawley site in this Chamber at the
present time have opposed it from the
point of view of the inaccessibility of
the site. The people who influenced
Convocation opposed Crawley purely
on the ground of the unhealthiness of
the site : the inaccessibility of the site
was never mentioned. It has been
pointed out by the Premier that it is
the medical profession particularly, led
by one member of the prof~ssion, who
are manufacturing the whole of the
opposition to the Crawley site.

Mr. flwyer :Not at all.
The Attorney General: -It is true.
Mr. B. J. SThBBS: And they do

so purely from the point of view of the
unhealthiness of the site. I want to
deal with the question of the Crawley
site from the health point of view.
Sir George Shenton and his family lived
at Crawley for many years, and it was
always recognised by the people of
Perth as being one of the chosen sites
around the city. It was always re-
cognised as one of the health spots
where people repaired on holidays, and

on every occasion when they could get
away from the City. It was always
recognised as one of the health spots
adjacent to the City.

Mr. Hudson: What about West
Subiaco ?

Mr. B. 3. STUBBS : I am not dealing
with West Subiaco at present. The
hon. member seems to be greatly agitated
about it. I recognise, that West Subiac6
is an ideal place but I believe Crawley
is also an ideal place for a University,
and I am supporting Crawley from the
point of view that the Senate of the
University and the Government have
supported it and also because Crawley
estate was purchased by the late Gov-
erment particularly as a site for the
University. I now want to deal with the
question of the inaccessibility of the
Crawley site. The hon. member for
Perth laid great stress on this, and in
fact, it was the only point he made in
connection with his objection to Crawley.
I want to point out that when the
tramway is constructed around Mounts
Bay-road, which will be done as soon
as the University buildings are erected,
Crawley wil be far more easy of access
to the people of the metropolitan area
than would the site at the corner of
King's Park-road and Thomas-street.

Mr. Dwyer: Not'at all.
Mr. B. 3. STUB3BS: Let as consider

some of the centres from which people
would be likely to travel, Take North
Perth. If people desire to come from that
suburb, they would, to reach the King's
Park site, have to take the car from
North Perth and right round to Subiaco,
and then would have a considerable
distance to walk. The tram around
the Mounts Bay-road would reach the
Crawley site as quickly and people
would have no walk at all. They would
be landed right at tbe door of the Uni-
versity. Taking the people living in
the suburban parts who will be compelled
to travel by train, then again if we had
the University at Crawley, it would be
more convenient for them to approach
than the King's Park site. If they
were coming from down the line, they
would leave the train at Subiaco and
board a tram practically at the railway
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station, and would be landed right at
the door of the University. If they had
to go to the corner of King's Park-road
and Thomas-street, they would have to
leave the train at the West Leederville
station and walk a considerable distance
to get to the site. From any point of
the metropolitan area which we like to
choose I contend that Crawley is just
as convenient and just as accessible as
the site proposed in IKing's Park. I
want to deal with the question of allow-
ing anybody, even though it be the
University authorities, to take away
from the people their rightful heritage
in lung;'s Park. The member for Perth
says that the University building will
add to the beauties of the park. If
there is any weight whatever in the
argument, the logical conclusion would
be that the K~ing's Park Board should
immediately let thle whole of the ground
on building leases and have nice buildings
erected to add to the beauties of the park.
Rom this it will be seen how illogical
is the argument of the member for
Perth. If the people of the metropolitan
area for one moment thought there was
any likelihood of this suggestion being
adopted and of the University being
established in King's Park, there would
be such an uprising as would demonstrate
to the Convocation that they were
completely out of touch with the people.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): They have never been in touch with
the people.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I agree with
the Honorary Minister that Convocation
has never been in touch with the people.
If they could have got the people behind
them, they would have carried some
weight, but they are clearly opposing
the Crawley site on purely political
grounds. The University Senate have
come to a conclusion and have kept
politics out of their deliberations, but
I am afraid that Convocation are Making
a desperate effort to drag politics into
this question.

Mr. Hudson: In what way ?
-Mr. Dwyer: Have you any evidence?
Mr. B. J. STUBBS:± Because I believe

that the opposition to Crawley is in

reality opposition to the present Govern-
Mont.

Mr. Hudson: There is no justification
for such an observation.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is my
opinion.

Tile Premier: And the correct one
too.

Mr. Dwyer: You have no evidence
to support it.

Mr. B3. X. STLtJI3BS : The hon. member
for Perth endeavoured to throw contumely
on the Perth City Council because they
have taken action in this matter, con-
trary to his opinion, but I want to say
that whatever may have been the short-
comings of the Perth City Oouncil in the
past, they, on this occasion, are safe-
guarding the interests of the people of
the metropolitan area.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: And the council,

if they had passed the motion proposed
at their meeting last night, would un-
doubtedly have had the endorsement
of the people. They postponed the
final consideration of the question, and
I am sure that after more Mature con-
sideration, when the question again
comes before them, the city council
Will by an overwhelming majority, show
that they are in touch with the people
of the metropolitan area, by declaring
that no portion of King's Park is ever
to be taken as an exclusive reserve for
a section of the people. We have to
recognise that even though the -Univer-
sity is open to the whole of the people,
it is still in a way exclusive. Only
those who demonstrate that they have
the necessary ability will be able to
attend the University, and in that way
it will be exclusive. It is all1 moonshine
for the hon. member for Perth to say
that the little children should be able
to touch the bricks and receive a mear-
vellous inspiration. That may be of
great benefit to the bon. member's
mind, but it does not appeal to me,
and furthermore I do not believe that
the public will be able to encroach upon
the land surrounding the University
buildings. If the land is not fenced.
there will have to be some means of keep-
ing people away from the buildings,
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which are set aside for the institution.
If we had members of the public. roaming
around and through the buildings during
the time that the students wore at work,
there would be distractions which would
seriously interfere with their work.

Mir. Nanson: - They do that at Oxford
and Cambridge, hidebound institutions.

The Premier : They do not do it at
Oxford.

?dr. Nanson:. You can walk right
through their lecture halls and every-
thing-I have done it myself.

-Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I do not know
how Oxford and Cambridge are situated,
but they may be on spots where the
public would not be likely to approach
them, but I am supposing that if our
University buildings were placed in
King's Park and not surrounded by a
feice or a hedge or some mois of
keeping the public away people would
encroach to such an extent as to interfere
with the students at their work. I am
convinced that viewing 'the question
from any standpoint hon. members may
desire, this Chamber can come to no
other conclusion than that Crawley is
an ideal site for the University and the
one upon which this University will
eventually find its home.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin): I would like to move a short
amendment, and I hope it will be accept-
able to the member for Perth and to
the Hlouse- It is as followvs:

That the following words be added
"Thm House is further of opinion that

the Crawley lands should be added to
King'& Park in exchange for the said sit,
as a permaenent reserve for the benefit of
the people for eve."
I think every hion. member would strongly
object to any of that portion of King's
Park on which the terraces are situated
or facing the water, being alienated for
any purpose whatever, but I do not
think the same objection would apply to
any other portion of King's Park.
I Cing's Park contains an area of over
1,000 acres, and the rear portion of it
is certainly very little utilised, while
on the contrary we find on public holi-
days, Crawley especially since its ac-
quisiton by the Government, is one of

the most popular resorts in the metro-
politan area.

The Premier: Only the foreshore.
Air. ER 3. JOHNSTON. Thousands

of people picnic on the foreshore and
I think that King's Park would be much
more availed of, and would be of greater
value to the State if it had the Crawley
lands added to it for recreation pur-
poses. I think also if 25 acres or even
50 acres at the back of King's Park,
right away from the terraces and the
water frontage, were devoted to the
University, the area would never be
missed. The House has a splendid
opportuniity to preserve the interests of
future generations, if it adds -the whole
of Crawley to the splendid area that' Sir
John Forrest gave to the people of
Western Australia as a national
park. It must be admitted that
the water frontages around the
metropolitan area are the places where
the people like to go f or pienicing pur-
poses. and Crawley estate lends itself
particularly well for recreative pur-
poses. Ron. members will see that
if the amendment is carried the area of
King's Park will not be reduced in any
way ; on the contrary, whilst 50 acres or
so at the back of the Park are utilised
for University purposes, there will be
added to the park 160 acres of good
land for the people's recreation. The
addition of this land would improve
the park and make it such that the
people would be even prouder of it than
they are to-day. The member for
Subiaco stated that if the University
were established at Crawley, we would
have trains running to it from different
stations.

The Premier: There is a tram running
within 100 yards of it now.

IMr. E. B3. JOHNSTON:- And the
hon. member added that if the Univer-
sity were built on the back portion of
King's Park, students would have to
walk to it from the station. I think
that is a ridiculous argument. It would
cost less money to extend the tramway
system to the back portion of King's
Park than it would to carry it around
the foreshore. The main point which
was so much stressed by the member for
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Perth is the accessibility of the two
sites. There is no doubt that the
Thomas Street site would be the most
accessible to the people of the metro-
politan area, and there is no doubt also
that if the University were established
at Crawley it would be difficult for the
sons of poor people living in the outlying
suburbs to reach that establishment. I
am afraid if the University is to be at
Crawley , through its inaccessibility we
will make it the sanctuary for rich
men's eons. This Government have
done something already in deciding to
establish in Western Australia the first
free University in the British Empire,
and we are proud of the fact that every
child' in Western Australia will have
an equal right to attend that University
without having to pay fees for tuition.
In these circumstances I hope the Gov-
ernment will accept the motion with
the amendment, so that the University
may be centrally situated, and so that
it may be accessible to the children
of poor parents, and the Government
by doing this will complete the splendid
start they made in Western Australia
when they decided that the Stats schools,
the secondary schools and the University
should be free. I hope also that the
Government will provide free board and
lodging for the settlers' sons who are
worthy of a University training. When
universities were first established cen-
turies ago, those who controlled them
provided students with their board and
lodging, and I say that an absolute
corollary to free education is that those
who are worthy of a University training,
and who cannot afford to live in the city
should have their maintenance pro-
vided free by the State.

Mr. Dwyer: The system obtains in
regard to scholarships.

Air. E. B. JOHINSTON: I hope that
in a few years time when money is more
plentiful, free accommodation will be
provided at both the secondary schools
and the University, for the children of
poor parents. I am going to support the
motion with the amendment, and I
hope that the Government will not
only provide the best education at the
University, but will decide that the

institution shall be built on the most
central and most accessible spot it is
possible to find.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin): I have
listened to the arguments which have
been given to the House by the Premier
and the various other speakers, and en
an old resident of nearly 20 years stand-
ig in the vicinity of Perth, I have had
occasion to travel on the Perth-Fre-
mantle road, past Crawley, as often as
any other hen, member in this House,
and perhaps a great deal oftener, because
for many years I used to ride to my
place of business in Perth from Clare-
mont. I think, therefore, that I am
as -competent to judge what the place
is like in winter time as the next person.
I do not say for a6 moment that Crawley
is the worst site that can be obtained,
but I am positive that there are many
better sites obtainable around the city
of Perth. I cannot see that the alien-
ation of a few acres of land in King's
Park-I do not say in the front portion
of the park near the Oity-will make
any material difference to the people
of Perth. There are certainly plenty
of places in the Park that could be
utilised to better advantage than at
present, and a matter of 15 or 20 acres
could be taken off somewhere near the
Subisco end, and if devoted to University
purposes would be an adornment to
the suburb of Subiaco, or if there was
a decided objection to King's Park
being utilised, or any portion of it, for
a 'University, then surely in Subiaco or
one of the suburbs close to the city
there ought to be available some land
belonging to the Grown which could
be utilised for a -University. I have a
rooted objection to the erection of such
a building at Crawley where fogs pre-
vail in winter time. I have seen them
for hours in the morning when it was
not possible to discern one's hand.
Such a locality would not be a healthy
one, and for anty students who might
be suffering from chest complaint, or
be inclined to pulmonary disease,
Crawley would not be the best site.

Mr. Thomas : What is it above sea
level ?
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Mr. S. STUB3BS; I think it is two or
three f eet above the level of the Swan
River.

The Premier : Nearly the whole of
the estate is 30 feet above the river level.

Mr. S. STUBBS:- I will ask the Premier
then to say whether 30 feet above the
river is a very high altitude on which
to erect a. magnificent pile of buildings.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister): You must condemn the
whole of the city then.

Mr. S. STUBBS; Does the hon. memn-
her mean to tell me that the Subiaco
end of King's Park is not more than 30
feet ? It is more like 300 feet above
sea level.

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister): What about East Perth,
where thousands of people live ?

Mr. S. STUBBS: There are thousands
of people living in Claremont on low
lying land, but now we are talking of
building a University adjacent to which
students will have to live, and while
we are giong to expend public money it is
our clear duty to see that the very best
site, from a health point of view, is
selected. That is rmy argument, and I
do not hold a brief for any gentleman
belonging either to the Senate or Con-
vocation. I say unhesitatingly that
ten or twelve acres of King's Park could
be taken with advantage to the State,
and without injury to the thousands of
people who in the near future will make
King's Park a place of recreation. There
are plenty of other suitable sites for the
University adjacent to Subiaco that
the member for that district and the
residents would not object to, and I
agree with the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) that the
lands of Crawley should be reserved
by the Crown for public recreation per.
poses for all time, and handed over to
the board who act as the representatives
of the Crown in the management of
King's Park. I sincerely hope that
the Premier is not wedded to Crawley,
and if he cannot see his way clear to
agree to the 'University having a slice
of King's Park he will accept the sug-
gestion that another suitable site should
be sought for with a view to placing

the University buildings in the very
best possible position from the point of
view of both health and ornament.

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : I could recommend dozens
of places outside of the city.

Mr. S. STUBBS. But I mean a site
centrally situated and in the city of
Perth. As one who travelled up and
down from Perth to Claremont for so
many years, and saw the fog hanging
about Crawley in winter time, I think
it is my clear duty to say that I do not
think it is the best site. I am not ad-
vocJating any particular site, nor amn
-I holding a brief for anybody. I simply
desire to express my opinion for the
benefit of members and if they can see
their way clear to stay their hand for
a while, then if the Government will
not grant a slice of King's Park, surely
some other central and suitable site
can be obtained. ln conclusion, I trust
that the House and the Government
will, in any case, if some other site is
found for the University, agree to re-
serve Crawley for the use of citizens of
the State. I have much pleasure in
supporting the amendment moved by
the member for Williains-Narrogin.

2&. UINDERWOOD (Pilbara):. I
have just a few words to say in reply
to some of the arguments used by hon.
members. I am supporting this motion
as a protest against putting the University
at Crawley. As a matter of fact, and
I have stated it before, the best possible
site on which to erect the -University
is tihe University's own ground at West
Subiaeo.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Why should they
not erect it there ?

Mir. U-NDERWOOD: I do not know.
In my opinion, that is the best place, and
the worst possible place is Crawley. In
regard to taking up the people's park,
of course we know it is a popular cry
to say, " do not rob thbe people of their
parks." But it seems to mne an extra
special effort in hypocrisy to talk about
robbing the p~eople of their park when
the proposition is to take a few acres
of the park from the people and to give
back 100 or 150 acres of open country
for the same purpose. The proposition

2111



2112 [ASSEMBLY.]

before the House is that we should take
ten, 20, or 30 acres of King's Park and
hand it over to the control of the Univer-
sity. There is a counter proposition
that we hand over to the University
150 acres, which is also a park and
should, and does really, belong to Ring's
Park. We have heard a good deal
said about what that land at Crawley
was purchased for. I want to know who
gave the then Treasurer power to pur.
chase that estate for a University. I
would point out to the Prenipr and others
who used that argument that no Uni-
versity Bill had been passed when the
park was bought, and I1 am sure that
the Premier and the Attorney General,
if they were on the other side of the
House, would make a considerable amount
of noise in protesting against the Govern-
ment buying land out of loan money
to establish a University which was not
provided for by Act of Parliament. The
idea that Crawley was bought for the
University is an idea of the imagination
and the imagination only.

The Premier: What was it bought
for ?

Mr. Dwyer: For public purposes.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: In any case,

if it was bought for that purpose, and
it is found that it would be better to
give it to the people, and allow the
University a small portion of the other
park in return for it, we have still the
right to do that. I am not going to
discuss Crawley site to any extent. I
just want to reply to a remark of the
member for Canning (Mr. Lewis) that
we want plenty of light, fresh air, and
sunshine, and to point out to him that
mn the motion now before the House,
it is proposed to take away 20 acres
of light and sunshine and in return give
150 acres.

Mr. Thomas: But the 150 acres is not
as good.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is equally
agood as Thoms-street.
Air, Thomas: Then why not give it

to thle University ?
'Mr, UNDERWOOD : It is not suitable

for a University, but it is suitable for
a recreation reserve, and I would point
out to the lion. member that there is

a difference between a university and
a recreation ground. Now just a word
in regard to Convocation. We have
heard it said that Convocation is a most
conservative affair, and it has been sug-
gested that a few of us who are opposing
the Crawley site have been led away
because the members of Convocation are
people who have passed university exam-
inations and wear fiat top hats. I
would point out to the Premier and
other members of the party on this
side that when the University Hill was
before the House, I did my best to alter
it, and I protested strongly against the
government of the University. I pointed
out that Convocation would be a most
conservative body and, with the except-
ion of the Premier, who certainly re-
cognised my efforts in much the same
way as he might recognise a poor relation,
I received no support whatever. Indeed
by many members I was looked upon as
somewhat impudent in trying to speak
at all on such a subject. When we are
talking about Convocation to-day I
want to draw attention to this fact.
that those members who were sitting
in Opposition when this Bill went through
should have spoken then, and should not
talk about anybody, least of all myself,
being influenced by somebody because
he had a university degree. Now we
come to another proposition put up by
the member for Subiaco (Mlr. B. J.
Stubbs) that the members opposing
Crawley have been nobbled by Dr. Saw.
I do not know where the leader of the
Opposition comes in. Of course, the
member for Subiaco would not suggest
that I have been nobbled by the leader
of the Opposition or the West Australian.
I want to tell the hion. member that I
have opposed Crawley as a site for the
University ever since it was first pro-
posed. I realised then, as I do now,
that it is the worst possible place at
which to put the University.

Mr. Thomas: Why?
M r. UNDERWOOD: Because it

is inaccessible.
Mr. Thomas: Have you not any-

thing better than that
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I should have

thought that was good enough for the
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intelligence of the hon. member. Ever
since Crawley was first proposed as a,
University Bite I have opposed it. I
have never seen Dr. Saw and I w ould
not cae twopence if there never had
been a Dr. Saw.

Mr. B3. J. Stubbs: I did not say you
had been influenced by him.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hion. memn-
ber stated that the opposition to Crawley
had been engineered by the medical
profession headed by Dr. Saw, and that
they were trying to bring discredit
on the Government. Perhaps the hon.
member meant that Dr. Saw had in-
fluenced the member for Perth (Mr.
Dwyer) who in turn had influenced me.
Of course the lion, member was speaking,
as he very rarely does, I admit, without
thinking, but all the same lie certainly
put up a proposition which is very
absurd indeed. In conclusion, I want
to reiterate that the best possible place
for that University is West Subiaco,
the nest best place is H1arvest-terrace.
the third place is King's Park, and the
hundredth place is £Crawley.

Amendment put and negatived.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

T. Walker): I think one important
element has been forgotten mn the course
of this debate, and that element is the
contract which has been entered into
between the Senate on the one part and
the Government on the other, a contract
to exchange certain lands for the mutual
convenience of both parties, in order that
work may be proceeded with without de-
lay to give to the University a permanent
home. That contract was drawn up
and required only the ratification of
this House so long ago as last session,
and this House endorsed that contract
last session, but it was not fully executed
only because another place refused to
entertain the proposal. It is here that
a section of the Senate comes in some-
what unworthily. There can be no
doubt that the action of the Upper
Chamber was very considerably, if not
entirely, influenced by the agitation
and lobbying, if I may use the expression,
of certain members of the Senate. An
active* opponent of the proposal of the
Government from the very first has

been Dr. Saw, and it cannot be denied
that Dr. Saw did not limit his agitation
against the proposal of Senate and
Government alike to himself ; he went
out and by virtue of his position and
his influence with the fraternity, he
has enlisted the opinions, help, and
services of those of his profession-

Mr. D)wyer: By telephone.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- By

every means he could exert that influence
to get an army of doctors to work.

Mr. Hudson : How many doctors
are there in Convocation ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can-
not tell the hion. member how many there
are, but in regard to the petition signed by
the doctors themselves, we have had
instances recorded in the nature of
exposures, if I may use the words, of the
means adopted for what lock like in-
veigling the doctors into signing a.
petition of this kind.

Ron. J. Mlitchell:- That is a reflection
on the doctors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It may
be a reflection on the doctors, but hion.
members have only to turn -up the files
of the West Australian and they will
discover ever the signature of one of the
medical fraternity tbe means adopted
by Dr. Saw in order to get the signature
of that particular doctor. It is a public
matter; it is not ab mere suspicion, it is
upon record, and therefore, I say that the
means adopted to euchre the Govern-
ment in their proposals were net fair,
were not open and above-board in every
particular, more particularly as coming
from a section of the community that
had been defeated at the Senate board.
It looked as if someone who could not
get his own way at the Senate was de-
terruined to frustrate the will of the
majority. That was what in appear-
ance the whole agitation seemed like,
in fact the utterance has been wade
that this party will not stop, but will
use every agency-Convocation, this
Chamber, or the members of this Chamn-
ber, and another Chamber-in order
that this contract, approved twice by
the Senate and once endorsed by this
Assembly, shall not have force. I say
we wre fighting against unfair methods.
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Let us come to the arguments that are
adduced now by Convocation, a Con-
vocation, I venture the opinion, specially
recruited for the purpose of carrying that
will as expressed by the voice of another
place last session.

Mr. Dwyer: That is not fair to Con-
vocation. They were summoned by cir-
cular.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: By
whom?

Mr. Dwyer: By the clerk of the Con-
vocation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member does not understand what
I am referring to. I yield to no hon.
member in this House in my desire to be
fair, and I want hon. members to have
an equal fairness towards me, and not
to impute misrepresentation to me.
The hon. member for Perth entirely
misunderstands what I was saying when
he imagined I was alluding to the calling
together of Convocation for this purpose.
I was making no such allusion; I weas
dealing with the recruiting of Convo-
cation, with the additions to the num-
hers of that body, with the inducing
of certain people to join it. That is
what I was dealing with, and that I say
is perfectly true. Influence was brought
to bear to get certain people of certain
opinions to become members of that
Convocation by virtue of the degrees
and other qualifications they possess.
I do not doubt for one moment that my
hon. friendl is perfectly honest in saying
that he has not been buttonholed in any
way, that he conscientiously believes
that Crawley is a bad place for the
University. He has absorbed the cur-
rent floating opinions from that section
of the opponents of the proposal, and
it has fitted into his system and become
part of it, and unconsciously he has been
influenced so as to make him believe
that these views ame purely and simply
his own from an. independent consider-
ation.

Mr. Hudson: That is a compliment
to his intelligence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
matter is not whether I choose to pay
a compliment or not. I do respect the
hon. member's intelligence, but I cannot

respect the refinement of some other
hon. interrupters. Let us come down
to the arguments that are put forward
for the motion. The chief objection, in fact
I may say the only objection, raised by
the hon. member for Perth to the Crawley
site is that it is inaccessible. Yet he has
not shown in any particular that the
part he selects is one whit more access-
ible than Crawley. At the present
juncture it is less accessible. Net only
is it less accessible, but will be still more
deficient in that respect when the
Government carry out their contract.
because part of the contract of exchange
is that the Government shall carry
tramways, both from the Fremantle side
and the Perth side to the front gates of
the University. That is part and parcel
of the contract.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: From the Fre.
mantle, side T

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: From
every side, from every portion, that is.
all the way from the north or Fremantle
aide up to here. That is part and parcel
of the bargain, and, therefore, it is an
assured thing that if we get this Uni-
versity site proposed by the Government
and the Senate we shall get accessibility
to it, whereas there is no such contract
for Ring's Park if we get that.

Mr. Male: How far is it from the tram
now?7

The Premier: Crawley is only about
100 yards in some places.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
new part has been acquired additional
to Crawley where the buildings will be
put. New land has been purchased with
the object in view of getting the Univer-
sity buildings on elevated ground and
in the neighbourhood of the thorough-
fares, and therefore when the buildings
arc up, if we have only our present ser-
vice, we are almost in touch with the
trains as they are now running. My
hon. friend gave us a picture of the poor
of this great metropolis having to spend
half an hour to get there and half an
hour to get back after their weary day's
service, if they desired to add to their
little learning with the lights of this
temple of instruction. That was -a nice
pathetic picture, but the hon. member
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forgot this fact, that if it is far to get
there from the Perth town hall, it is
nearer Subiaco and nearer other portions
where the poor people live.

Mr. Underwood: What part of
Subiaco ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never
mind ; nearer to the borders of that
suburb. Uf it is further away from those
who live to the northward it is nearer
to those who Jive to the south.

Air. Under-wood: What about West
Subiaco ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is further from somewhere else; which.
ever site we get is further from somewhere.
We cannot get a site anywhere in the
City but what it will favour some and
be to the disadvantage of others, so
far as distance is concerned.

Mr. George: What is wrong with
giving them this House ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
have no objection, but I would not
like to offend the aesthetic tastes of
those who will study architecture in
the University by obliging them to
study in such a structure as this. The
mover of the motion drew a picture of
being able rapidly to get into this
University, and the person who wanted
a little learning being able to pop in
at the door and pop out without any
loss of time. Hfe would have it, I pre-
sumne, if he had his way, right in the
very heart of the City itself. I want
to tell my friend this fact, that there
are atmospheres for learning, so to
speak ; that every place of business,
anxiety, worry, turmoil, and the din of
complex sounds, is not a spot for study-
I will guarantee to say that the mover
of the motion hinself, when he has
desired to fix his attention and con-
centrate his mentkl forces, has got away
from noise, has got away from the rush
of things and has sought quietude.

Mr. Underwood:- There is a tre-
mendous lot of noise at Thomnas-street.

The ATTORNEY GENE RAL:- There
may not be now. I am answering the
hon. member's argument. There may
be as much, there is as much exclusive-
ness, isolation, and removal from the
throb of city life at Thomas-street as

there is at Crawley, and on that score,
therefore, the hon. member's argument
falls to the ground. I say that the more
one can get away from the ordinary
associations of lie and abstract one's self
from all its worries, uncertainties, and
troubles, and get to the repose that
nature in her sunshine and fresh air
and solitude can furnish, the more likely
is one to have a mind receptive and
capable of obtaining knowledge. That
is the universal experience of all students.
It may be, of course, that there are
those who want universities simply to
perfect their technical skill.. .. .. ..

Sitting suspended from 6 -15 to 7 -3 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Before
tea I was endeavouring to show that
it was not altogether to the advantage
of the University to be in the thick
of the bustle of city life , that there
are some kinds of study which demand
the removal of the students from
association with work-a- day life. But
even if that consideration did not step
in, we know that we are living in the
midst of the growth of a great city
and that in the very near time,
if we had the University at Craw-
ley or even in King's Bark we
should be surrounded by densely popu-
lated streets. At a period not very
distant from the present this City will
have every available space occupied by
residences unless we reserve certain
portions from the rapid incursion of the
people. And, furthermore, as it is there
is not a workman in the town who will
not find easy access to Crawley if that
be the site selected ; and to remove it
to another spot would make it more
difficult of access to some portion of
our working population. So on that
score I do not think for a moment the
arguments advanced are worthy of any
lengthy consideration. There is another
arg-ument which, if it could be sustained,
is more serious, namely, that Crawley
is low-lying and that from a health
point of view is an undesirable site for
the residences of professors and students.

T&. Turvey : There is a lot of sup-
position about that.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL!± There
is a lot of supposition about that, and
further is that the ease seeing that,
for the purpose of meeting that very
objection and in order to effect an
exchange of land between the University
Senate and the Government a higher
level situation than was previously
purchased by the Government has been
added to what may be called the original
Crawley estate. It was purchased purely
on the representation of the Senate for
the purpose of providing residences for
thytudents and professors. The portion
purchased for that purpose is right away
above the level of damp or miasma or
any of the evils of low-lying lands ; so
that argument disappears. One takes the
coastal portion. that is to say, the
portion bordering on the banks of d~ie
river, as an illustration when Crawley is
to be condemned, and forgets altogether
those elevated portions that have been
added to the original estate.

Mr. Taylor: They were purchased
with that object ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
that very object. And that. is another
reason why the contract should proceed,
because on representations made by
the Senate the Government went to
the expense of purchasing this portion,
and after this has been done it is some-
thing like dishonourable tactics to desert
the original bargain. The Government
have completed all they can do in that
respect and have met the Senate in
every possible way.

Mr. Underwood : The Senate they
appointed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I
do not know the exact meaning of the
hon. member's interruption. The hon.
member knows that the Government
appointed the Senate. But the Senate
was chosen with no desire to carry out
any particular idea or opinion of the
Government's. I had a large part of
that work in my hands. I had the
honour in the first instance of suggesting
to my colleagues who should sit upon
that Senate.

Mrt. George: You made it fairly
representative, too.

The fATTORNEY GENERAL: I
was not in every particular successful.
Some of my nominees were supplanted
by others and not, I think, to the ad-
vantage of the Senate. But when that
selection was made it was made with
the view of putting upon the Senate
every distinct interest, every profession,
every aspiration, even the sexes, of the
people. We put women upon the
Senate so that women could be repre-
senited. We put professional men on
the Senate so that the professions could
be represented. We put workers on
the Senate so that the working popu-
lation could be represented. Perhaps
in some respects this works to a dis-
advantage because, of necessity, where
all interests are put together we must
get conflict upon some points or other.
For real, harmonious, unanimous work
we do not require adverse interests
in conflict or in clash. Be that as
it may, I submit that the very best
was done to get a representative
body who should embrace the in-
terest of the whole of the community.
I see no force, therefore, in the inter-
jection that the Government appoint-
ed the Senate. I do not think it can
honourably he said that the Govern-
ment appointed the Senate with any
ulterior object in view. But the Senate
having made its bargain, having asked
the Government to do certain things, the
Government have done it and have now
fulfilled their part of the contract. I wish
to point out that it does not matter to
the Government- where ultimately the
home of the University is chosen, so
long as it is done quickly; because the
contract the Government have in hand
and the abject of the Bill now on the
Notice Paper is simply to effect an
exchange of laud. There is no stipu-
lation in the exchange that the Univer-
sity shall of necessity be at Crawley.
It is merely effecting an exchange so
that when the University gets the title
to the land at Crawley the University
can utilise that portion of its assets as
it deems fit. But there is one thing
which I am on my feet to strongly pro-
test against, and that is that the people's
inheritance at King's Park should be
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at all encroached upon. Wheresoever
the University may ultimately raise its
spires and its magnificent architecture,
wherever that shall be, in the name of
the health and happiness and enjoyment
of the peopie of this metropolis it ought
not to be in King's Park.

Mir. Underwood: It ought not to be
at Crawley.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is another argument altogether. It
ought not to be in King's Park. That
is what I am saying. The hon. member
says it ought not to be at Crawley.
That stands upon another basis alto-
gether. It is no proposal, no absolute
condition of the Government's contract
that the University shall be at Crawley,
but it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to oppose with ali the force they
can command the establishment of the
University in King's Park. The popu-
lation of this State is growing rapidly.
Perth is multiplying its citizens at an
enormous rate and before very long-

Mdr. Underwood: They cannot live in
King's 'Park.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member has made his speech, and
if there is one thing that should show
whether a man can teach, if there is
one thing in the capacity of a dictator
who desires the right to control and
commnand his brother mortals, it is
command of himself ; and when I find
a brother mnember incapable of that
sell control, I know ho is not capable
of teaching me much. However, I
am not going to deal with that matter
now. What I wish to point out is that
King's Park is none too wide for this
great City, in contemplation of its in-
crement of inhabitants during the next
quarter of a century. We shall want
breathing room by and by. We shall
want lung apace, and King's Park is
dedicated to the people, not alone of the
metropolis, but of the whole of the State.
It is the pride of the inhabitants of
this State to have such an asset, to be
able to take there visitors from every
part of the world, to behold from thence
a scene which is almost unsurpassable
amongst the beauties of our globe. If
we are to commence by giving up 100

[78]

acres to that institution other institu-
tions will come forward at no distant
date and say "We have as much right
to a portion of that park as the Univer-
sity people had' And so by degrees
that area will be encroached upon and
the people will lose that magnificent
asset of theirs which is not only a source
of enjoyment, of health, of pleasure,
but of general national pride at the
present moment. Therefore it behoves
everybody who has an idea to the future
at all, who wants to see the people of
this part of the world happy and who
wishes to see them healthy, wishes to
give them room to move away from the
smoke and clatter of the streets of the
City-it behoves everybody to protect
that portion of our earth as though it
were something sacred, consecrated
with holy blessings to the people of
future generations.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Weflington.
I do not propose to detain the House
very long, but I am interested in this
particular matter on account of some
remarks made by the Attorney General.
I think that every member of this House
should resist with the whole of his
power, both in the Rouse and out
of it, any encroachment upon King's
Park. Some 14 or 15 years ago the
leader of the Opposition and I were
members of the Perth City Council,
who then had charge of the Esplanade.
We were approached for the purpose
of allocating a portion of the Esplanade
for bowling greens and simailar purposes,
and despite our efforts made, as has been
pointed out by the Attorney General,
to preserve for the people all the space
we possibly could, limited as it was,
knowing that Perth would grow and that
the extent of land could not grow, we
were) defeated, and the bowling green was
established there. All manner of prom-
ises were given that it would be a beauty
spot ; that everyone could go there ;
that it would not be fenced, and that
nobody would be prevented from having
access to it, but in spite of that, it wad
fenced and gates were put up and were
locked.
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Mr. Bolton: The public have access
to the bowling greens in the day time.

Mr. GEORGE: I am. speaking of
what occurred then. Mr. Molloy and
myself and another member of the council,
who is now dead, took a strong hand
and threw the gates down, and would
not allow any replacement of them or
the locking up of the green, because
we felt that we were the trustees of the
people for that place, and should keep it
for them. What the position is to-day
I do not know, but to the bowling
greens there have been added tennis
courts. How they are treated I do
not know, but while I have every desire
to ssist legitimate sport, I would stand
as long as nature would allow me to
oppose any encroachment upon the
reserves that are set apart not only for
the people of to-day, but for those who
come afterwards. King's Park has suffer-
ed the same sort of encroachment. It
may appear silly to say that there should
not be tennis courts or bowling greens
there. I say let them have them, but
do not let them diminish the area, of the
park, which, as the Attorney General
says, is a pride to us, and which in my
opinion is also a pride to the whole of
Australia. Whether the site for the
University is to be Crawley or not
I am content to leave it in the
hands of those who have given it con-
sideration, but however much consider-
ation has been given it, I would not let
them take one little bit from that
magnificent park. As far as health
is concerned, the Crawley site is as
healthy as any part of Claremont, and
what more can be desired? It is easy
of access to the river for boating pur-
poses ; it is also high enough to establish
football grounds ; it is big enough for
them to establish golf links if they
desire, and it is good enough to make
a cricket pitch in any part. If the
Senate are desirous of building the Uni-
versity there, what has this Parliament
to do with the matter ? The Govern-
ment purchased the land ; a Bill was
passed through Parliament, and apparent-
ly members agreed to - it, but now,
because of some little internecine warfare
in Convocation, the time of this House

is taken up in this way. I cannot do
otherwise than support with the whole
strength that lies in me the appeal
the Attorney General has made. I
hope hon. members will remember that
we cannot add in any shape or form
to the area of King's Park. Our popu-
lation is growing year by year, Perth
to-day is a wonderfully big place com-
pared with the little village ai I knew
it first twenty-three years ago. Ten
or fifteen years hence will see the Greater
Perth scheme established, and King's
Park, big as it may to-day seem to 9some
bell. members, will become too small for
the playground of this State.

- Mr. TIJRVEY (Swan): I quite agree
with the remarks of the hon. member
who has just spoken and with the Attor-
ney General in desiring to prevent any
encroachment upon tho King's Park
which is set apart as a breathing Apace
f or the people of the city. At the
same time, I do not agree with the
proposed site for the University at
Crawley as being the best, and I want
to draw the attention of hon. members
to a report furnished by a committee
appointed shortly after the Government
took office. 'Tho committee consisted
of Sir Winthrop Hackett, the Hon.
the Speaker, Bishop Riley, the Hons.
J. D. Connolly, W. Kingsmil Frank
Wilson, and myself. There were seven
on the committee and we visited six
or seven sites that were at that time
being recommended as being suitable
for the University. Two of those sites
were eventually chosen by the committee
-Crawley and West Subiaco-but by
some strategy on the part of one or two
members of the committee another
site, and one that I regarded as an
impossible proposition was placed before
the committee. That was a proposal
for the site to be the Observatory grounds
and the area occupied by Parliament
House, the High School and thle re-
sumption of the intervening streets,
including Harvest-terrace.

Aft. Allen: Not a bad site at all.
Mr. TURVEY: The result of the

voting was that three of the committee
favoured the Crawley site; Sir Winthrop
Hackett, Bishop Riley, and the Hon.
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Frank Wilson. The other four members
of the committee were opposed to Craw-
ley, so that but for this red herring
drawn across the track, had the two
sites gone to the vote the committee's
report would have been in favour of the
West Subiaco site, and as a matter of
fact it was in favour of West Subiaco,
and I am of opinion that the Govern-
ment, having appointed that committee
to visit the various sites and make a
recommendation, should have taken some
little notice of their report.

The Minister for Lands: Only two
were in favour of West Subiaco.

Mir. TURVEY: There were four votes
against Crawley.

Mr. B. 5. Stubbs: There were five
against West Subiaco.

Air. TURVEY: Sir Winthrop Hackett.
as chairman of the committee, furnished
some very valuable information in a
memorandum which he placed before
the committee. That memorandum set
out that the five chief points to be taken
into consideration in the choice of a site
for a university placed in order of merit
were, first, the healthiness ; second,
sufficient area; third, facility of access ;
fourth, position and appearance ; fifth,
character, contour, and material. In
each of these five points West Subiaco
stands superior to Crawley or any
other site.' I want further to point out
that so far as this particular site at
West Subiaco is concerned, it is in a
position which in my opinion is destined
to be the centre of the metropolitan
ae in time to come. For facility of

access for students, both night and
day, them is no better site to be secured
in the metropolitan area. It is within
one minute's walk of the West Subiaco
Railway station. The ae suitable for
university lands would be 250 or 300
acres, so that theme is sufficient area ;
it is on high and rising ground beautifully
situated and within one minute of our
main trunk railway, which is a big
consideration when we remember the
,fact that the University will be required
for night students as well as day students.
Again, as far as Crawley is concerned,
officers were deputed by the Government
and the University Senate, I believe,

to report on that particular site-and
some competent officers of the depart-
merit roundly condemned it. I have
heard Ministoe pay the highest tribute
of praise to the splendid work of Mr.
Hugh Oldham, an engineer who has
reported in connection with many im-
portant public works in our State. Mr
Oldham, furnished a report on the Craw.
ley site, a report which in itself is suffi-
cient to condemn that particular site.
Mr. Oldham in the course of his report
said-

My experience (extending over 18
years) of the Swan River from Perth
to Fremnantle and the low lying fore-
shores is that such localities are
unavoidably damp owing to prox-
fruity of waterlevel and evaporation
from the river, and when shut in from
prevailing winds as Crawley un-
doubtedly is, apt to be stagnant as
regards air, and the subsoil, which
has to carry foundations for the
structures comprising university build-
ings would require most searching
testing and consideration. It also
occurred to me that the possibility of
the river being dredged in the future
must be faced, as the possible removal
of the banks now branching out under
water would undoubtedly affect the
strata and consequently the foundations
of the proposed buildings. Another
point is that some three miles of
cartage must be faced.

The Chief Architect, who also furnished
a report, pointed out that the founda-
tions would have to be raised somne 12
feet and it is estimated on the Chief
Architect's figures that the University
buildings would cost E100,000 extra
owing to the fact of the foundations
having to be raised to such a height.
Again it must be patent that as the
university grounds at Crawley become
crowded with buildings, if they are damp
at the present time when they are open
to the wind and all the atmospheric
conditions generally, they will be con-
siderably worse when we have a huge
accumulation of buildings on the site.
I wish to emphasise again that whilst
I am opposed to this motion I trust that
the Government will give, serious con.
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sideration to the proposal for a site
ior the University before they accept
the one which now Seems most favour
able to the Government.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN moved-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes . .. 25
Noes . .. 8

Majority for .. 17

*Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

-Mr.

-Mr.

-Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwin
Bath
Bolton
Carpenter
Foley
Gardiner
George
0ll'
Green
Hudson
Johnston
Lander
Lewis

Allen
Bron
Harper
Lefroy

Ayes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr-.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

M~uttony
Munale
Otoghien
A. N. Piesw.
Price
B. J. Stubbs
Taylor
Thomas
Tbrvey
Walker
A. A. Wilson
Underwood

(Teller.)

Mon ger
Nacson
Wisdom
Layman

(Teller).

Motion thus passed.

MOTION-EMPLOYMENT BROK-
ERS' ACT, TO AMEND.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) moved-
Tha in the opinion of this House the

system of private registry offlce is un-
sattsfacto~ry, and that the Governmnent
should at the earliest opportunity amiend
te Anplorntent Brokers' Acl in the
direction of abolishing private labour
bureaux, and that the Govenen
Labour Bureau should be satisfacetorily
reorganised and extended so asl to cope
with ahe increased work resulting there-
from.

He said : I must confess that I do not
feel altogether flattered by the prolonged
applause with which hon. members have
greeted me, because there is a suspicion
of irony in it. I may state that I have

had several complaints made to me
bout. the unsatisfactory deals that

workers have had in connection with the
private labour bureaux and, in order to
get first' hand information, which is
really the only reliable information, after
all, that one can have, I dlonned the garb
of a working man-that of an, ordinary
labourer-which most of the members
on this side of the House have had to
wear in. the course of their ordinary
avocations at some period of their lives,
and made a tour of the registry offices.
I visited a number of places in order to
make a fairly thorough effort towards
carrying out my investigations. In the
first instance I went to Miss Symbuis's
registry office at the comner of William
and Hay streets. Next I called at the
Scholastic Agency, 48 Williamn street,
which is registered on the private register
at the police court ast the Pantheon
Registry Office; I next went to the
Government Labour Bureau at the
corner of Hay and. Irwin streets, where
I expected, of course, to see everything
perfect, and I may say that I merely
want there to assure myself that this
Government institution would be much
better than a privately-run concern of
the same character. I want to admit
at once that the Government Labour
Bureau has a lot to commend it, but at
the same time there are one or two
things that might well be improved
upon. I next visited Mrs. Cooper's
i-egistry office, upstairs at 550 Hay-street,
the Hotelkeeper's Employment Office.
(Mrs. Cohen) at the corner of Murray
dnd Barrack streets, Butter & Co..
Central Arcade, the W.A. Registry Office
(Miss Taylor), Baird's Arcade, the Wes-
traliaAi Registry Office, No 12, upstairs,
at 056 Hay street, and Mrs. flarlington,
Wellington Buildings, corner of Welling-
ton and William streets. To the last
place of all, that of Margaret Greenwell,
in Mitchell's Buildings. William-street,
I sent an accomplice for the simple
reason that the lady knows me.

Mr. Taylor: She is lucky.
Mr. Foley: What about Yarlett's ?
Mir. GREEN: I might state that I

intended to visit Yarlett's institution
but Mr. Yarlett knows me, and the
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member for Leonora (Air. Foley) was not
available at that particular time. The
name I assumned was James Richards,
and the. address I gave w 'as the Windsor.
Coffee Palace. I have no doubt there
are one or two letters awaiting me th ere
to take up various jobs, but I have not
yet called for my mail. I may say that
it does one good, as a representative of
the worker, to don workmen's clothes
occasionally. It brings one back to
earth and reminds one of just the class
of people he represents in Parliament,
and what the difficulties of those people
are. I found that Green, the member
of Parliament, in the ordinary clothes
that now adorn me, and Gren in the
ordinary habiliments of a working man.
viere two different persons. I found
that instead of getting the glad eye, the
stony stare was extended in my direction.
This I got, for instance, from memibers of
this House, whom I met in the street,
and who, no doubt, recognised me, but
had no idea of the reason why I assumed
the disguise. I am not generally known
in the registry offices and I simply
adopted the garb of a working man to
make it appear that I was after a job.
I found that half my acquaintances
among the male sex recognised me. but
none of my female acquaintances had
iny time whatever for me. The hon.
Walter Kingamill passed me in St.
George's-terrace while I was on my way
from the Scholastic Agency to the Labour
Bureau. He recognised me. The hon.
member for Fingelly (Mir. Harper) saw
me, and he knew who I was, but he
failed to give me that genial nod which
one might expect from a fellow member
in'this Chamber, and' another member
who adonis these benches-it is not
my intention to divulge his name-also
saw me but failed to recognise me.

Mr. B. J. Stubbsa I think you had
better give his name.

Mir. George : Give us his name.
Members: Name, name I
Mr. GREEN: I went out on the 9th

and l8th October and on both occasions
I visited Miss Symons's registry office,
the Scholastic Agency, the Government
Labour Bureau, Messrs. Cooper & Co.,
and ,the Westralian Agency. During

my visittoMis5CSymniofl& officei se
for ajob to. do labouring work of any
kind, and I was told that there was a
job as handyman in one of the, hotels
in the city for £1 s. a week, and- keep.
I would like to point out that one can
we11 understand the antipathy, or I
might say disfavour, with which men
view the idea of going into the country,.
when wages of t00i kind are offering
in the city. 1 do not blame them at
all. There was nothing further offering
at that time, but on the second occasion
of my visit I was told that there was
a job in the Wickepin district, the
prosperous district we hear so much
about by the hon. member who represents
it in this House. This job was clearing.
and the wages were 30s. a week and
food. I maight say that -35s. and 40s.
would onily be a fair thing. There was
also a vacancy to take charge of a
harvester, and one would have to under.
stand something about machinery and
be an expert in stack building to take
this work, at the munificent wages which
were offering-S Os. a week and food.
I was told that if I called later I might
get a bit of clearing, because Miss Symons's
office had jobs up to £1 an: acre for
clearing. The hon. member for Biever-
ley, Mr. Brown, and other gentlemen
in this House who are farmersi know
well that £1 an. acre for clearing will
keep a man employed from sunrise
to sunset and he will earn 6s. a day
by working like a tiger, and the fees, in
order to get a job like that, are dis-
played by Miss Symnons on a notice in
her office. I have the notice here;
I relieved her *of it. It provides that
her fees on contract work are 6id. in the
pound. That is to say, the poor devil
getting a job to clear 200 acres at £1
an acre would earn about 359. a&week,
and would have to pay £5 for the privilege
of getting the job. I think it is uin-
necessary to make any further comment
on-that particular phase of the question.
It really shows, so far -as the private
employer is concerned, that the Govern-
ment might well take up the work.
I might state that in going round I
met some estimable people among
the registry office keepers, but I con.
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tend, on account of there being such
a great number of them, and on account
of the Government registry office having
stepped into the breach, in the way of
finding employment for people, these
private agencies do only a small amount
of business and the unfortunate people
who fall into their hands have, in con-
sequence, to pay correspondingly high
fees. The Honorary . Minister brought
in an amending Bill about this time last
year to deal with registry offices. It
did not propose to take over the registry
offices, but that they should be under
the control of the factory inspectors and
also that the employers should pay half
the fee and the employee the other
hailf. But notwithstanding the fact that
mn New Zealand on an average the em-
ployer pays two-thirds and the employee
one-third, that laudable proposal in the
Bill was knocked out when it reached
another place. There was, however,
a clause agreed to which provides that
a printed notice must be exhibited in a
conspicuous place. Section 15 of the
present Act so amended states-

Every employment broker shall de-
posit at the office of the Minister,
and at all times keep posted up in
some conspicuous place in his registry
office, so as to be easily read by persons
using such office, a printed copy of
the scale of payment or remuneration'
for the time being chargeable by and

-payable to such employment broker
in respect of the hiring of servants.
The said scale shall specify the maxi-
mum amount chargeable to the em-
ployer and the maximum amount
chargeable to the employee for and
in respect of any hiring. And no
deposit or posting of any scale not in
accordance with these provisions shall
be deemed to be a compliance with
this section.

There were only five of these eleven
registry offices that had this printed
notice exhibited in a conspicuous place,
notwithstanding the fact that the penalty
for the omission to comply with this
provision is £20. 1 want to know what
the inspectors are doing that there
is this lax supervision. I want to deal
now with the posit-ion in regard to
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employers. There was a notice posted
in Miss Symons's registry office that
the fee charged would be half the week's
wages. That is to say if the applicant
gets a job at 30s. a week he pays 15s.
to the registry office.- No charges are
made to employers, so that Miss Symons
is taking full advantage of the help given
to the registry office keepers by another
Chamber. The fee for contract work
was 6d. in the pound. My next visit
was to the Scholastic Agency, which
was registered under the name of the
Pantheon Registry Office, 48 William
street, No. 2, upstairs. The lady in
charge there told mue that there was no
men a work just then. I said to her,
"You do not charge employers," and
she snapped out sharply, " How do you
know ?" I said "I presume that is
so," and she said " Yes." I asked " Is
there not an Act making it compulsory
to charge the employer halt," and she
said " No, but I believe there is to be
a Bill brought in and then it will be
time for us to get out of business." The
lay was most aggressive and I could
barely get my head through the door,
but I saw that she had a notice similar
to that in the office of the philanthropic
Miss Symons. She told me that she
did not advertise, but often had work
for women, and if I came up every morning
at about 10 o'clock she would probably
have a job for me some time, so I was
not to be disheartened. I also went to
the Government Labour Bureau, but I
do not propose at this stage to state
my experiences there, because I intend
to deal with that bureau towards the
end of my speech. The next office was
that of Mrs. Cooper, 550 Hay-street,
upstairs. I made two efforts to get
inside, but she successfully blocked the
door, and I was unable to see whether
she had a card exhibited. She informed
me that she simply engaged female
labour. I told her that I was simply
a rouseabout, and was Prepared to take
hotel labour. She said that she had a
job and asked me if I could milk. I
said "Yes." She asked "Are you used
to the country or the city ? " I answered
" My experience has been mostly in the
country," and she said " That is no
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good, you must have city references."
I suppose that excuse was rigged up
for the occasion, and that the job was
a fake. Anyhow I did not get the
job, and I am back in my old job in
Parliament House. Next I went to
the Hotelkeopers' Employment Office,
but the name of the proprietress was not
exhibited. I was confronted by a young
lady who said "Good morning, Mr.
Green," and consequently I was satisfied
that that was no place for me. The
name of Mrs. Cohen was posted up and
as she is an old friend of mine from
Kalgoorlie I would have been readily
recognised if she had been there. Later
on I got my sister, Mrs. Green, to visit
the place in order to see the conditions
under which women would be employed.
I amn told by those who know that at
Mrs. Cohen's registry office there is some
arrangement with the Licensed Viet-
ushers' Association, but the barmnaids
and barmen'se union, most of whose
members are employed through her
agency, are at sixes and sevens in regard
to her methods. They find it impossible
to discover whether she has the business
on her own or is simply an employee
of the Licensed Victuallers' Association,
and as there are 500 barmnaids, barmen,
and hotel employees in Perth and re-
mantle, it means that if she is an em-
ployee of the Licensed Viotuallers'
Association, as is generally believed,
si is in a very dangerous position so
far as the workers are concerned. The
position would be simply this: that if
she can change 100 people every two
weeks, even at her fee of fis.-her fee
is half that of other registry offices,
or a quarter of the first week's wages,
and s. is the minimum in the metro-
politan area-il the Licensed Victuallers'
Association through Mrs. Cohen, can
change their employees at the rate of
100 every two weeks, she would be get-
ting £.12 10s. a week from this little
game of battledore and shuttlecock in
the registry office. As I could not wake
any further personal inquiries my sister
under the assumed name of Mrs. Julia
Reid, 43 Brisbane street, visited this
office, and also that of Miss Symons.
I hope that anybody who lives at 43

Brisbane-street will send any letters
received on to me, because I shall not
be able to call for them personally.
My sister represented herself as a widow
who had been keeping a boarding house
which had not turned out a success,
Miss Symons told her that there was
very little in that game, and my sister
then said that eventually she wanted
to get into a bar. Miss Symons said
it was impossible to get into a bar in
the city without experience, but the
positions were well paid at about £3
5s. per week, and with all due deference
to my own family, applicants for positions
in bars had to be particularly young
and attractive and that the girls already
in jobs held them until they got an
opening somewhere else. Miss Symons
went on to say that the only way to get
into the barmaid business was for a
girl to go as a musical waitress in the
country, and there, while juggling with
the plates of soup, she could graduate
by trying her hand in the bar, and in
the sweet by-and-by, if she preserved
her attractions and the girl who held
the job left, she would have a chance
of becoming a barmaid in the country.
And, with luck she might eventually
drift to the Mecca of all barmaids,
the city of Perth and Fremantle. My
sister, who was more observant in this
matter than I was, noticed the dilapi-
dated premises of Miss Symons. The
proprietress said that there was very
little chance of her getting a position
as a barmaid, that the musical waitress
was the job to take up. and the best
way would be to start in an old estab-
lished business in the bush, for in the
new places in the bush where they were
trying to push business, they wanted
very young and attractive women. She
said that there was one job offering
near Cue of the musical waitress type,
and the wage was 309. a week and keep.
The Western Australian Registry office
in Baird's Arcade was the next place
I visited. I regret that I could not see
any print..d notice there. I asked the
lady what was the contract rate, and
she said it was 6id. per acre. I have to
state that this particular lady seemed
very kindly, and I have it on good
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authority that when two men who were
broke wanted to go to a job in the
country she advanced them their fares ;
I have no fault to find with her. The
next place was the Westralia, Registry
Office, 656 Hay Street, No 12 upstairs.
This lay told rue that there was very
little doing as the farmers had been
down for the show and had taken up
their help with them. I saw this notice
posted, " rates charged half the first
week's wages," and there would be no
return of the money after the engage-
ment was taken. The reason for that
is that there are many misrepresentations
made in regard to these j obs, and
possibly the worker on going to a position
in the country would find that it was
not what it had been represented, but
so far as this particular office is concerned,
the victim need not expect to get his
money back. The notice also stated
that the rate on contract was 6id. per
acre. She told mue that there was a job
for a yardmian in an hotel 70 miles from
the city at the magnificent remuneration
of £1 per week, also that there was a
job of clearing 180 miles out, at the rate
of 25s. per week if I liked to buy my own
ticket. The usual rate for clearing is
359. to £2 per week ; therefore that job is
still open, so far as IJam concerned. After
that I called on Mrs. Darlington of
Wellington Buildings. She said that
she was sick of the men. She found that
girls were more amenable ; they did
not stick up for their rights like the men
did. She had a written notice posted
up but it was so small that it was im-
possible to read it, and was certainly
not the printed notice required by the
Act. The next place I visited was
Mrs. Greenwell in Mitchell's Buildings,
but as Mrs. Greenwell is known to me,
and I amr known to her, I had not the
temerity to go upstairs. A friend of
mine went upstairs and found there was
a board displayed stating. " Temporary
employment, 2s. 6d. for week or part
of week." That, I presume, means that
if a woman gets a job at ironing or
washing at s. for half a day she would
be charged 2s. 6d. and so would have
the other 2s. 6d. for herself at the con-
clusion of her work. Another notice

was, " Ordinary employment, one- half
first week's wages." -One of the jobs
advertised was, " Woman wanted to
do half day's ironing next Tuesday
morning." Fancy it being advertised
that a woman to get half a day's work
has to turn up five days ahead?7 Another
position advertised was, " A young
nursery housemaid for private house,
7s. Od. a week and keep." I trust that
all the young girls in Perth will not
speak at once. My sister this afternoon
went through two places in order to
see if the printed regulations that are
required were exhibited in those places.
Miss Schildt had a notice in her office,
but so far as the registry office at No.
15 Royal Arcade is concerned, there was
no such notice, although there were
certain stringent rules made by the
gentleman himself, I suppose, as to how
employees should comport themselves.
A registry office in the Central Arcade
had not the required notice up, though it is
safe for me to say that while they have a
license and the office is registered with the
secretary of the Police Court in Roe-
street, that that office does very little
in regard to registry office work. We
now come to the Government Labour
Bureau, and it is in marked contrast
with the amount of work offering in the
private offices. For instance, I took
this list of work offered to me on the
occasion of my first visit on the 9th
October, but I may say that the wages
are not such as might commend them-
selves to town workers who are anxious
to get a job in the country at a re-
munerative price :-Axrino, two men
wanted for axe work, 30s. and keep.
I have consulted bushmen and they say
that at least 35s. to E2 should have been
the price offered. GOomalling, cook able
to bake, 25s. and keep. In the language
of the friend with me at the time that
is " blue murder," as the bakers' union
minimum for a second hand is £3 10s.
in the country. Quairading, man for
clearing, 26s. and keep, when the rate
should have been 359. to £2. Qusirading,
strong lad to assist in clearing, 20.. and
keep. The application for strong lads
is one of the features at the Government
Labour Bureau, and it seems that what
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is wanted is a young man who will do
more than a set man will do beeause
he does not know enough and will do
it for less wages. The remuneration
offered in the ease I have just mentioned
should have been at least 25s. Beenup,
lad for farm, 15.. a week- and keep. That
amount should be 229. 6d. Trayning,
man for general farm work, 30s. and
keep. That is the usual wage. Cran-
brook, lad for farm, 1s. and keep.
The wage paid should be 22s. Ed. I
did not go into the Government Labour
Bureau on the First occasion, but on
my second visit on the 18th October
I found there were quite a large number
of lads wanted, but no grown up men,
except one man who was wanted down
at Collie, 259. a week and keep, to do
milking. Other situations available
were :-Hines Hill, lad for farm, 158.
a week and keep. It should be £1 to
91 2s. 6d. Kununoppin, lad for root
picking, 15s. and keep. It ahould be
£1 to £1 2s. Od. Lion Mill, lad for
farm, Is., a week and keep. The rate
should be £1 to 91 2g. 6d. Pingelly,
boy for farm, no rate quoted. Keller-
berrin, two youths for farm, 15s. and
keep, 20s. if suitable. The amount
offered should be il 2e. 6d. Lad for
farm~ INs. and keep, no particulars
supplied. York, handy lad able to milk,
15s. and keep. It should be at least
£1. Hester, lad for farm, 15a. and
keep. It should be £E1 to £1 2R. Ed.
Eandee, lad for farm, 15s. and keep.

It should be fL1 to El 2s. 6d. Collie,
man for dairy, good milker, 25s. and
keep. The rate should be L1INL~.
upwards. Pingdlly, lad for farm, L6s.
and keep. It should be l to 91 2s. 6d.
Wyalcatchemn, lad for farm, 15.. and
keep. The rate should be £1 to il 2s.
6d. I 'think that the particulars I
have given go to show that the number
of lads required on the 18th October was
altogether out of proportion to the
grown up section of the community,
and so long as wages of that kind are
offered there is no wonder that the
workers in the city are diffident about
taking work in the country. At the
State Labour Bureau, I am happy to
say, there is a notiee which states-

New arrivals are informed that the
rates of pay existing in Western MuB-
tralia, for men for country work, are
as follows :-Farm hands and men for
clearing laud, over 20 years of age,
according to experience, 25s., 30s.,
358., 409., per week and keep.
We can well understand that the new

chum would have to start at a low rate.
Lads for farms, etcetera, from 14

to 20 years of age, according to ex-
perience, 10s., 12a. 6d., 15s., 17s. Ed.,
20s. per week and keep. Jas. B.
Hitchins, Clerk in charge State Labour
Bureau.

1 went into the Labour Bureau, and it
was then about 20 minutes to 12. Mr.
Servants was busy so that I did not
expect to have any attendance from
him ; I could see that his time was well
taken up ; but there was another young
gentleman there, whom I do not wish
to see victimised, therefore I am not going
to mention his name. I went to him and
said, " Any chance of a job ?" I
almost sang this. He replied, " On the
board outside," and never looked up.
To a member of Parliament who is
accustomed to go around the offices and
have about four people jump up and
find things for him, this came rather
as a shock. I said, " Could I see Mr.
Hitchins 7" " Engaged " was the answer.
" How is it that there are so many boys
wanted this morning by the farmers ?"
I asked. " Because they cannot afford
wages for men." Having been told to
take a seat, I sat down and waited.
The messenger boy there, who had the
colour of a young " pomamy," but
the cheek of the average colonial,
came up to the counter and was
drumming on it like a boy accustomed
to practice in a cadet band. I asked if
Mr. Hitchins; was still engaged as I was
anxious about closing time at 12 o'clock.
He said, " Yes," without looking up.
During this time no one had been in
to tell Air. Hitchins that someone wanted
to see bin.

7&. George:- Were you disguised
Mr. GREEN : I am not often in the

Labour Bureau, and I had the ordinary
garb of a toiler looking for work. I
then spoke to the original man, who
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had spoken to me so curtly in the first
instance. I had watched him. during
this time, for about 15 minutes, and he
was quite an interesting nature study.
For 15 minutes he did practically nothing
but drum with a pencil on the counter,
and when I looked at him I got nothing
but a scowl. 'He was apparently wait-
ing for a colleague, perhaps to go down
to the river boating or something like
that for the afternoon. He wrote some
figures, and apparently it was his duty
to enter in a book the names of those
who came in for work. When it was
getting near 12 o'clock, I said, "Is Mr.
Hitchins. still engaged ?" He replied,
" Yes." I then made a bolt for Mir.
flitchins' room. Mr. Servante, hearing
that there was some trouble, came out,
and I remarked, "I want to see Air.
Hitchins, I' have been waiting 20 minutes
and no one has been to tell him." He
told Mr. Hitchins and I was then ushered
into that gentleman's august presence
after 20 minutes of waiting. I have
nothing to complain about in the manner
of his reception- I told him ray busi-
ness, which was to make inquiry on
behalf of someone T know, and he said,
"What is your name ? " I told him,
"Green, M.L.A." He looked stupified

for a moment, but it was not long before
three men were on the book at once,
looking f or the entry in question. They
showed splendid promptitude. I said,
"You must not take any notice of my
dress this morning, I have been looking
around the private employment bureaus;
but I find that everything is not; all
right with the Government Labour
Bureau, and I have been here waiting
20 minutes." He said that I should not
take any notice of the attitude of the
lad whom I have referred to as he was
a good worker, and then I said, "-I have
seen him doing nothing for 20 minutes
at any rate. " What I have further
to complain about in connection with
this motion is that the inspectors
have not been around to see that
the required notices are placed pro-
minently in tbe private labour offices.
Out of 11 which I visited, at only'
five could I read the notice. This
duty has been absolutely neglected, it

seems. When I was at Miss Symons'-
I was in company with another'man
afterwards-and I asked to be shown a,
certain letter in which a mnan thorn I
know in the country had agreed to
,employ one of these men under a con-
tract under certain conditions, I know
very well this man who had sent the
letter down and engaged an employee

' through Miss Symons, and in the body
of this letter was a proposal that he
wanted a housekeeper, a single smart
girl. I know this particular man's resi-
donce. All the housekeeping required
is for a tent, and it takes that tent all
its time to hold to the pegs when it is
flapping in the breeze. It is 17 miles
from a railway station and there is not a
neighbour within a mile. There has
been further correspondence. miss
Symons has written back to say it was
impossible to get the young girl re-
quired, whereupon the man wrote back
saying he would not be averse to having
a lady with one child. Negotiations
are going on at the present time in order
to secure for this man a lady with one
child to go house-keeping in a tent that
flies like the Australian flag in the
breeze. The position is that if that lady
is engaged--and she will be if negotia-
tions are not stopped-she will be taken
17 miles out into the mallee in a cart,
arriving there when it is dark, and it
will be clear to her when she arrives
there that the place is not a desirable

-one, and lastly there will not be a neigh-
bour within a mile and she will probably
have to walk back in order to escape
the designing mran who sent to a. private
bureau a request of this kind. There
was a similar case in Kalgoorlie in which
a young lady was engaged to go to
Ynndarnindera, to a place called the
Granites, 100 miles from Murrin Murrin.
She was told that she was to be employed
in a hotel. The registry keeper was
Mrs. Smith, well known in Kalgoorlie.
This girl was told that she was
going to a hotel to assist the wife
of the landlord. A foreigner met the
train at Murrin Murrin and drove her
out. She found whoa she got there
that St was a sly-grog shanty run by
Italians, and there was not another
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woman about the place. The girl walk-
ed back a great number of miles, over a
score, to the railway station without a
penny in her pocket and had to go to
another woman in Murrin Murrin and
explain her case and get sufficient to pay
her return fare to Kalgoorlie. On
arrival in Kalgoorlie she was unable to
recover the original amount paid to the
registry office keeper. Am. Smith.

Mr. Lander: Is that white slavery?
Mr. GREEN: It is something very

near to it. In conversation with the
lady in charge of the women's section
of the Government Labour Bureau I
learnt from her that they have too be
'very careful end fairly wide awake to
matters of this kind. Ixn the ladies'
section they require that a minister of
religion or some responsible person in
the district shall certify that the em-
ployer in search of an employee is re-
spectable;, but so far as private registry
offices are concerned, in one instance at
any rate, I have absolute proof that no
precautions of that kind are taken.
On the immnigrants' boats, under the
Honorary Minister (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
proper provision of this kind is taken in
connection with domestics arriving from
the old country. The Minister himself,
when introducing the amending mea-
sure last session, pointed out the case of
an immigrant girl going to the South-
West and travellig in a convey ance
in which there was a Commonwealth
Public Service officer who was going to
the South-West on some auditing work.
This officer became interested and asked
.the girl where she was going. The girl
was not quite sure where she was going
and a constable on the coach becoming
interested in her case, his local know-
ledge proved to him that she was going
to a place not altogether desirable from
a young girl's point of view and be ad-
vised her to return to Perth, which she
did. Mr. Tweedall, the secretary of
the Hotel and Restaurant Employees
Union, has given me two eases which
were brought under his notice of a
woman engaged through Miss Symns.
This letter speaks for itself-

Miss Norab Owen was engaged by
Symons registry office on 22nd May,

1918, to go to East Kirupp as a house-
maid-laundress at £1 per week. She
was charged a fee of 10s. When she
arrived there the employer told her
that she had instructed the registry
office keeper not to send an immigrant
as they didn't understand the work.

The employer in this case had previously
written to Miss Symons instructing her
not to send an imnmigrant. The letter
continues-

The employer said to her that she
could stop two or three weeks, which
she did. She was then paid off and
was obliged to pay her fare both ways,
amounting to Vi s. 8d., which with
the fee, made the total of £1. 18s. 8d.
She earned for the time that she
worked, which was three weeks and
four days, £8 Ila., loaving a
balance of £1 12s. 4d., so that she
worked at the rate of about 10s. a
week for the whole time, Represen-
tations were made by the secretary of
the union to the proprietress of the
registry office, which resulted in los.
being returned.

I have also a letter which Mr. Tweedall
found it necessary to send to Miss
Symons on July 28th of this year, as
follows:

The bearer, Mirs. Stewart, paid you
15s. as registry fee for a cook's job at
a boarding house at Holyoake, and
when she arrived there she found that
there was not any boarding house
there, but that the job was 32 miles
further on in the bush, where she had
to live in a camp. Mrs. Whiiteheart
informed Mrs. Stewart that the full
particulars of the job were known in
your office, and in spite of this fact
you represented to Mrs. Stewart that
it was a boarding house at Holyoake.
Please let me know if you intend to
return the fee paid, otherwise' I shall
have to seek legal advice.

Mrs. Stewart had paid 15s. fee, 6s. 9d.
railway fare, and 2s. 6d. extra to get to
the camp. Miss Symons on receipt of
this letter paid up the 15s. It all goes
to show that it is extremely desirable
that these private employee's registry
offices should be abolished. The Govern-
ment Labour Bureau is fulfilling a very
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useful purpose indeed. The number of
jobs offering, as I have proved to-nightj
is comparatively large, and const 'itutes
by far the majority of the total jobs
offering, and I think it is absolutely
necessary that they should be all brought
under Governmaent control. I have been
assured by a gentleman whom I know well
in this town, that at one particular
registry office the womnan there told him
that if he wished for a young lady house-
keeper at any time, she could acomrmo-
date him at her registry office. We are
a Chamber of grown-up men and there is
no necessity to stress the remarks I am
making, but I say when we have evi-
dence of white slave traffic conducted
through the registry offices in this State
it would be just as well if the clergymen
turned their attention to the private
registry offices. But the futility of
allowing private employers to run their
registry offices even on the system ob-
taining in New Zealand, where the em-
ployer pays two-thirds of the fees, is
shown in the Dominion. Under the
scale of fees which exist there the system
is unsatisfactory indeed. It was pointed
out in the 21st annual report of the
Department of Labour in New Zealand,
referring to the Servants' Registry Offices
Act, that the inspection of books dis-
closed that, notwithstanding the alter-
ation in the ecale of fees prescribed by
regulation in October, 1907, fixing lower
fees for workers and higher fees for em-
ployers, in many registry offices the
workers alone were charged the pre-
scribed fees while the employers were not
charged at all for the services rendered,
or they paid only a very small fee. That
clearly shows that nothing short of
nationalising the whole of the employ-
ment functions, the functions of registry
offices, will meet the case. These func-
tions should be taken over by the Gov.
erment of the State. It seems to me
absurd that when the Bill was before
another Chamber last session Mr. Wilding
should have given expression to the
remarks which he used. In regard to
that measure Sir Edward Wittenoom
moved that the Bill be read this day six
months. Fortunately that motion was
lost, although only by a uarrow majority

of 10 to 9. Mr. Wilding, in seconding
the motion, said " We ought to do away
with tbe State Bureau altogether and
let these people alone." ,I trust that,
while my remarks may have been some-
what disjointed, this Chamber will see
there is ample evidence in the inform-
ation I have given here to-night, and
which mus t be supplemented largely by
the personal experience by members
of the Chamber, that my motion should
be carried almost unanimously..

Hon. W. C. ANOWJIN (Honorary
Minister) : It must have been a good
experience which the hon. member had
in visiting these various premises which
he has referred to, especially when he
was so disguised that no one knew him.
There is no doubt in my mind that in
she hon. member's concluding remarks
there is a great deal which bears the
stamp of truth. I find on looking
through some of the papers in the
department that the officer in charge of
the Government Labour Bureau recom-
mended some time previously that
private registry offices should be closed,
owing to certain abuses which had been
reported as existing, and that the Gov-
ernment should take control of the
registration of persons who required
labour and of those who wanted employ-
ment. Unfortunately the officer in charge
at that time could not put his finger on
any particular case. He bad only the
general statements which had been made
to him, and the Government of the day
did not feel inclined to introduce legis-
lation to assist him in the attaining of
his object. Last year, as the hen.
member has said, an attempt was made
to compel the employers of labour to pay
a certain percentage of the fees charged
at these registry offices. I need not
tell the hon. member, for probably he is
aware of it, that at that time an agita-
tion was got up by those interested in
the registry offices. Each hon. member
was petitioned and told of the good
work the registry offices had done, and
through the action taken the Bill intro-
duced did not go through Parliament
in the form desired. But the hon.
member has now only one complaint
as far as the Government Labour Bureau
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is concerned, and that was that some
officer, a young chap, did not treat him
with the civility he expected. All I
can sdy in regard to that is that with the
large demands made on the Government
Labour Bureau and the great amount of
work entailed on the officers, the hon.
member must 'expect that the work
they have to carry out will take all their
thus and they have not the leisure to
waste time with persons who have come
for the purpose of making inquiries like
those of the hon. member. 1 *

Mr. Lander: Courtesy does not cost
anything. you ought to put the boot
into some of them.

Mr. Green!± At that moment as far as
he was concerned there was nothing
doing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): With all due respect to the
member for East Perth (Mr. Lander), so
far as the officers of the Government
Labour Bureau are* concerned, I believe
that the greatest courtesy is extended
to every person who has business to carry
out there. The hon. member for Kal-
goorie (Mr. Green) referred to the good
work done by the Government Labour
Bureau. The position as it is to-day.
and as is borne out by the statement
of the hon. member in regard to private
registry offices, is that the Government
Bureau is more sought after by appli-
cants and by employers having work to
offer than the private registry offices,
and it is a mystery to mue that persons
wanting employment will go to the
private registry offices at all, and
pay heavy fees to obtain employment
when they can get employment without
any charge through the Government
Labour Bureau. I want to say in re-
gard to the officer in charge of that de-
partment that if any person, no matter
who he is, gives wrong information in
regard to the employment he is offering,
or if he has applied for some person to be
sent to him and then changes his mind
after the person is sent, the officer in
charge takes steps through the Crown
Law Department to see that the appli-
cant's expenses are met by the em-
ployer. That has been done on several
occasions and mostly without putting

the law into force. I may tell the hon.
member that if he wants employment
there are several vacancies at the present
time, and no doubt at wages that are

'fair, and if there is the great Aumber of
persons unemployed that we were told
the other evening, these vacant positions
should be early applied for. Yesterday
morning there were no less than 54
vacancies on the books of the Bureau,
in addition to the temporary jobs about
the City. The wages offered to farm
hands were up to 40s. and keep. There
were two vacancies at 8s. a day, and a
cottage, and one at 40s. per week and
keep and those vacancies are still un-
filled. Of the total number of vacancies
there were ten for lads for farmers. I
would emphasise the fact that out of a
total of 54 vacancies there were only
ten for lads and only nine of the 54
vacancies were filled during the day.
These figures show that the general
public when requiring efficient workers
apply to the Government Labour
Bureau.

Mr. O'Loghien: How many of the
54 carry £2 per week and keep ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I cannot say.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I should imagine one.
Hon. W. C. ANQWIN (Honorary

Minister):; Hon. members have the
report of the Government Labour Bur-
eau for the twelve months ended 30th
June, and I may add that during the
first four months of this financial year
the total number of individual applicants a
for work has been 523 less than for the
corresponding period of last year. That
shows in regard to the labour market
that there is not so much unemploy-
ment as there had been previously
and the officer in charge of the Govern-
merit Labour Bureau states-" From a
labour bureau point of view, I maintain
that the labour market has never pre-
viously been in so healthy a condition
during the period I have been connected
with the bureau, over 15 years." That
is very encouraging. When we realise
that we have a number of vacancies
waiting to be filled, that we have persons
applying for employees and the depart-
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,ment is unable to meet the demand,
it shows clearly that Western Australia
is in a very prosperous condition to-day.
That is borne out by a comparison
published in the West Auastration of the
14th October. The secretary of the
Carpenters and .Joiners' Society in
dealing with the question of employment
at Wooroloo, said that there was no
unemployment amongst the carpenters,
and I was informed by the secretary
of the Building Trades Union only a
few weeks ago that the bricklayers also
are fully employed. When we find the
carpenters and bricklayers fully em-
ployed it is proof that the State is going
through a period of progress and ad.
vancement that we can be proud of. I
am very pleased that the hon. member
brought forward this motion, because if
he had not done so, I would not have
been in possession of these figures, and
as in a week's time there will be 1,100
or 1,200 immigrants arriving on our
shores, it is encouraging to know that
the State is in a position to carry that
additional population without the labour
markt being affected. In regard to
the women's branch of the Labour
Bureau, T1 want to say that girls or women
wanting employment are foolish indeed
to go to private registry offices. We
have a lady in charge of the women's
branch who will give them all the in-
formation possible, treat themt with every
civility, and render them advice as far
as she possibly can, and ht no instance
Will she send a girl to a place unless
she is sure that the place is respectable
and suitable for that girl. As the
hon. member stated, and rightly, before
any girl is sent into the country it is
necessary that the bureau should make
inquiry of some reliable person. The
practice is that when an application
is sent in to the women's branch this
memorandum is returned to the would-
be employer-

I have your application for an im-
migrant domestic. It is necessary
for you to have your application en-
domsed by a, Minister of religion,
justice of the peace, or other approved
person, and it is returned in order
that this might be done.

That is signed by the officer in charge
of the Government Labour Bureau,
and it shows that we are doing every-
thing possible to see that young girls
and women when sent into the country
are sent to places; which are suitable
for themn to reside in, which will not
place any slur on their character, and
where they will be amply protected.
After the statements made in regard
to the private registry offices about
girls being sent away to places not
suited to themn, it is surprising to me
that girls go to those places at all. The
case quoted by the hon. member was
the result of a letter sent to the depart-
ment. That is the instance of where
a girl was sent into the South-West
district to a place where there were
only a few people from Europe, if
I mistake not, from Italy. It is
foolish of girls to go to private registry
offices when they can go to a properly
managed Government bureau where they
have to pay no charge iind the officers
of which keep themselves acquainted
with the girls' movements. I ant very
pleased that the member for Kalgoorlie
has made this investigation and that
he has found the Government Labour
Bureau is carrying out the work it was
established for, and there is no doubt
that as it becomes better known the
private registry offices will die out of
their own accord and the applications
of those seeking employment and of
employers will be confined to the Govern-
ment Bureau.

Mr. MJJNSIE (Haunans): I rise with
pleasure to support the motion. Even if
the discussion that will take place on this
motion does not result in an amendment
of the Employment Brokers' Act being
brought about, there is one thing it will
do; it will let the public. generally, and
those who are seeking employment in par-
ticular, know where they are likely to re-
ceive the best treatment so far as employ-
wnent is concerned. There are several
points I -would very much like to desl with
in connection with this matter. Unfor-
tunately I forgot to bring it with me this
afternoon, but T have evidence in black
and white at home that there was during
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the year 1909 and for six months of the
year 1910 in the city of Perth, one hotel,
the employees of which had paid £24 10s.
6d. in fees to registry offices for employ-
ment.

[Ihe Deputy Speaker (Mr. Price) tobk
the Chair.]

Mr. O'Loghlen: For what period?
Mr. MUNSIE: For 18 months, show-

ing, in my opinion, that some collusion ex-
isted between the registry office that sup-
plied most of the employees and the pro-
prietor of that particular hotel. The other
item I want to point out is this: I have
had some little experience in connection
with this matter. I took the opportunity
on one occasion of going to a particular
friend of mine, whom I knew re-
quired some assistance in the way of
labour, and asked him as a per-
sonal favour to make application to
a private registry office to see if
he could be suited. He asked for what
reason and I told him, with the result that
he sent in the application. It was for a
female employee and within three days
the position was filled through the agency
of a private registry office, and to his sur-
prise five days later the employer received
a letter from the private registry office
asking whether the girl who had been sent
suited, and stating that if she did not they
had a girl who they were positive wonid
fill the position admirably. I know that
this business used to be cardied on fairly
extensively. In many instances where em-
ployment was found for a girl, if things
got slack in the registry office, they looked
up old records and wrote to their em-
ployers again, not putting it in plain
English hut inferring that they were da-
sirous of having the employee sacked, so
that they wonld get another fee for supi-
plying another employee. The Honorary
Minister, in speaking on the motion, sai d
he was really surprised that people want-
ing employment went to the private regis-
tryv offices at all, and that the majority of
the employers dealt through the Govern-
ment Labour Bureau. I do not know from
statistics whether that is correct or not,
but I say there is a considerable number

of employers who wtill not touch the Gov-
ernment Labour Bureau at all. They deal
exclusively with the private registry
offices, and there are many girls and
men who are compelled by force
of circumstances to patronise private
registry offices and I do not think
that the . fgures quoted by the Hon-
orary Minister of the number of johs
available at the Government Labour
Bureau will carry any weight. While I
applaud the good work that has been done
by the Government Labour Bureau,lIam
sorry indeed that they have not some bet-
ter methods for getting those for whom
they find employment a decent wage.
When the ]Nlinister quoted the number of
vacancies, he said some of them carried
wages up to £2 a week and keep. The
bon. member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlcn)
interjected and asked how many were at
that rate and the Honorary Minister said
he did not know. If we look up the stat-
istics to which he referred we find that, as
regards general farm hands, 1,546 workers
wvere applied for and 1,388 supplied, and
out of that number one received the mag-
nificent salary of 10s. per dlay. Only 38
received 8s. a day or over, and the other
1,800 received under s. a day.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Employers are complaining now
that the men are asking too much wages.

Mr. MUNSIE: They will always com-
plain.

Mr. Underwood: The Labour Bureau
cannot be a wages board.

Air. MTJNSTE: The Honorary Minis-
ter endeavoured, in my opinion, to lead
the House to believe that there was any
amount of labour waiting at the Labour
Bureau for employees to accept, and
would lead this House and the country tb
believe that it was there at the rate of £2
a week and keep-

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): I did not.

Mr. MTINSIE: The Honrary Minis-
ter quoted these fig-ures but he said he did
not know how many there were at that
particular figure. The figures I have
quoted prove that if there was one, that
represents about the lot. There was one
at 10s. n day. one at 9s. a dlay, one applied
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for work at 8s. 4d. a day but no job was
supplied, two received work at 8s. a day
with a cottage, two at 8e. a dlay with a
room, 32 at 8s. a day, and the balance
received from 7s. 6d. a day down to 20s.
a week.

Mr. Underwood: You will 'want to ex-
tend the Labour Bureau, will you not?

Mr. MUNSIE: I am quite prepared to
say that, low as are the figures generally
supplied in the statistics from the
Government Labour Bureau, they would
compare more than favourably, if
we had the opportunity of getting
the records, with the jobs supplied
by private registry offices. I am per-
fectly satisfied that if this discus-
sion achieves nothing else it will lead many
people seeking employment, and who now
go to private registry offices, to think be-
fore they do so again, and 'will result in
increased business so far as the Govern-
ment Labour Bureau is concerned. I
trust that the motion will he carried and
that in the near future an amendment will
he made to the Employment Brokers Act
of this State.

Mr, GARDLNER (Roebourne) : With
a considerable amount of pleasure, in-
terest, and sympathy I listened to the
bon. member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green)
in the delivery of his lengthy speech. It
is manifest that he went to a considerable
amount of trouble to lprepan, and arrange
his spech, and I must compliment him and]
commend him for the enaergy and applica-
tion he has shown. If thea,- two qualities
alone could be responsible for aL man at-
taining a high position the hon. member
has both and should. rise to the highest
position in the land.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He could not get a
job, though.

Mr. GARDINER% I intend to support
the motion. So far as the private registry
offices are concerned, it has been apparent
to me that for some years the penple who
conduct these institutions do victimise
those who can least afford to be victimised.
I have had practical proof of people who,
almost down to their last shilling, have
spent it for the purpose of obtaining em-
ployment, and in many instances they
have been engaged under false pretence

and sent to remote places whence it is
most difficult for them to return. So far
as that portion of the motion is concerned
II am prepared to support it, but so far as
the Government Labour Bureau is con-
cerned I have had a little business to trants-
act with that department, and I must say
that 1 have always received the greatest
courtesy and civility from the officers.
Others have told me that they, too, have
always received the greatest consideration
from this particular institution. It has
been held by many people that the Gov-
ernment Labour Bureau is conducted pro-
bably as well as any State institution in
Western Australia. As far as wages are
con cerned, the hon. member for Pilbara
interjected that we could not make the
Labour Bureau a wages board. That is
quite so. Outside of the Bureau the aver-
age or ruling rates of wages in the various
industries and at various places are posted
up, but if the officer in charge receives a
notification that employers 'went em-
ployees, he cannot dictate to them as to
what wages they will pay. In that res-
pect I consider that the criticism was un-
warranted and unjustifiable. Although I
am supporting the hon. member 1 take
exception to the means which he adopted
to obtain the information which he has
placed at the disposal of the House.
There he was in an obviously transparent
disguise parading St. George's-terrace.
Many people and many of my friends
saw him, and judging by the photograph
which appeared in the Sunday Times the
garb he affected was an insult to the work-
ing man of Australia. The wonder to we
is that, lie received civility at any of the
instituitions -which he visited. The hon.
member did not hear the hail mark 8f
an honest working man. He impressed
one as being a typical Yankee adventurer.

Mr. E. 13. Johnston: That is most un-
fair.

Ifr. GARDINER:- And I speak as one
who has worn the working garb.

Mr. Green : So have I.
Mr. GARDINER: I resent the action

of any man garbing himself in such a
pitiful uniform and posing as an honest
working man.

Mir. Green: There are thousands of
them in the streets.
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Mr. GARDINER: I have not seen them
in such a ridiculous garb as the hon. mem-
her 'wore on that occasion. If Mr. Hit-
chine, or the proprietor of any registry
office, had treated him with discourtesy
they would have been justified in doing so.
Had I been in their position, I would have
considered it was necessary to send for
the police and invoke the aid of Dr.
Montgomery. I intend to support the
motion as I realise that the registry office
people are living on the gullibility of
those who can least afford to pay the
money, and I support him so far as that
is concerned, 'but I do resent and object
to the insult levelled at the Australian
working man by the ridiculous garb
affected by the hon. member.

Mr. Green: There have been hundreds
who have congratulated me.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. MdDo'wall)
resumed thze Ckair.)

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) : I do not in-
tend to say much on this motion, but
there is one aspect of the question which
I think most hon. members have omnitted
to appreciate, and that is that when there
have been measures dealing with this Act
and questions of a like nature before
this Chamber, we have always been told
by one section of the House that when it
came to the employment of workers in
the farming industry, the question of
wages must always he left to the good
sense and philanthropy of the employer.
Ta most industries the Arbitration Court
has laid down a certain rate of wages and
no man is permitted to employ another
for less. If workers have to sell their la-
bour, they want to sell it in the best
market possible. They want to be given
the heat conditions under which to sell
their labour, and if the hon. member for
Kalgoorlie had also embodied in his mno-
tion, not only the amending of the Em-
ployment Brokers' Act, but the amending
of the Arbitration Act, to deal more effec-
tively with this particular industry, he
would have conferred a great boon on the
State. Most of the cases cited, the wanted
advertisements and the positions ffiled,
were in connection with the farming in-

dustry. We have heard references to
boys and strong youths up to 25 years of
age. I want to say that the average man
in Australia is as good for work at the
age of 19 as he will ever be in his life,
but we find them classed in the farming
industry as strong youths, and the fact of
them being so classed is used as an argu-
ment against the employment of full men
and for paying a low rate of wages. The
Ministry, when considering this motion
-will, I hope, also take into consideration
the question of an amendment of the
Arbitration Act to bring rural workers
within the scope of that measure, as in
doing that they would be conferring a
boon upon this State. There are hon.
members who have on every occasion ad-
mitted that principle, and others have said
that the farmers in the employment of
men should have full scope to give them
what wages they like. Nevertheless, I
know that there are farmers and hon.
members in this House who are among
the best farming employers in this State.
To. them I say that if they want to base
a rate of wages upon what they consider
is fair, let them assist us to legislate in
the direction of giving the employees in
the farming industry the right to claim
from those employers who do not now
pay a fair rate of wages. So far as the
employment of persons in various indus-
tries is concerned, I know that there was
one registry office in Kalgoorlie kept by
a lady and gentleman who for manny years
had conducted a boarding-house. I know
the calibre of those people, and I know
that their lives were not lived in the best
manner possible. Their actions as people
keeping a public boarding-house were not
good. Yet when that man and woman
wanted to go into the registry office busi-
ness in Kalgoorlie, scarcely any objec-
tion was found to them. I do not know
what recommendations they have to give,
but I say that if persons such as I have
described can become registry office pro-
prietors and they can get anyone, irres-
pective of who it is, to give them a guar-
antee of good character, then there is not
much character required to be the pro-
prietor of a registry office in this State.
T trust that this motion will be carried and
that the Ministry will look upon it eyes-
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pathetically. I hope also that when any
legislation is brought down in this Cham-
ber we will never have hon. members ris-
ing in their places and speaking against
the best possible conditions being given
to the workers.

Mr. Taylor: Poor old workers; you are
dragging them every time.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not dragging the
worker, or degrading him. I have never
dragged the workers. While we might
criticise the hon. member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Green), and the manner in which he
has gained this information, and while it
has been stated that it takes a wise man
to be a fool, let me say that we cannot
help admiring the amount of information
which the hon. member put into his speech.
We want to lift the worker and give those
men who have organised an opportunity
of using that organisation for their bene-
fit and the benefit of the industry they are
in. Th conclusion I want to say that I am
not in the happy position of the bon.
member for Kalgoorlic in being not known
at the Labour Bureau, as I have been
there many a time and my name is well
known there. They have done much in
the Labour Bureau for the assistance of
the workers, but in many instances the
workers have not responded as they might
have done, and although there has been
much money paid in the way of
fares advanced, I say it is not
dragging the worker in the mire to
ask that when he is in the position
to pay money back which the bureaut has
advanced to him, that he should do so. I
have always found the officers of that
bureau courteous, I do not doubt any-
thing the hon. member for Kalgoorlie has
said in this regard. but I always speak of
men as I find them, and all I can say is
that if every branch of the Government
service were as courteous and as desirous
of assisting those with whom they are
brought into contact, then we would have
very little to complain of so far as the
Government officers in this State are con-
cerned. I trust that the motion will be
carried.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : I
move-

That the debate be adjiourned.

Mir. TAYLOR (Mount Magnet): I
second the motion.

Mr. GREEN: By way of explana-
tion-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There can
be nio debate.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .18

Noes .. . .10

Mfajority for

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.
M.1

Angwin
Bath
Bolton
Carpenter
Foley
Gill
Hudson
Let ray,
Lewis

Broun
Gardiner
G reen
Johnaton
Lander

.. 8

Aycs.

Mr. Monger
Mr. Mullany
Atr. O'Loghien
Mr. A. N. Pios
Mr. Price
Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Swan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Underwood

(Telfer I.

Noes.

1Mr. Mitcbell
Mr. Munsie
Mr. Nausea
Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Allen

(Teller).

Motion thus passed.

BTLL - NEWSPAPER LIBEL AND
EGISTRATTON ACT AMEND-

MENT.

Order discharged.

Order of the flay for the second read-
ing read.

Mr. HUJDSON (Yilgarn) : I move--
That the Order of the Day be dis-

charged from the Notice Paper.
Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I

second the motion.
Question passed.

MOTION-LAND TRANSFERS REG-
ISTRATION, CONDITIONAL PUR.1
CHASE.

Debate resumed from the 20th August
on the following motion by Heon. J. Mit-
chell:-"That the fie containing the in-
structions issued by the Minister for
Lands forbidding the registration of
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transfers of conditional purchase land ex-
cept under certain conditions, be laid
upon the Table of the House."

The MIISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. HW. Bath): In connection with this
motion I wish to say at the outset that
I have no objection whatever to placing
these papers on the Table of the House.
Indeed, it will give me very much plea-
sure to do so. At the same time I would
like to say that the hon. member for Nor-
tham (Hon. J. Mitchell) in submitting
the motion was very discursive in his re-
marks and certainly introduced a consid-
erable amount of matter which was en-
tirely foreign to the subject-mnatter of the
motion. And not only was the hon. mem-
ber discursive, hut in the course of his
speech he made certain statements which
are not borne out by the facts. One of
those statements was sufficient to mislead
the Premier, who accepted it as gospel,
and the result was that during the Fed-
eral election campaign the Premier was
taken to task by correspondents in the
paper for what they termed his inaccu-
racy of statement in this particular. I
propose, however, to deal with that matter
later on, so I will not touch upon it fur-
ther at the present time. In regard to the
attitude I took up, so far as transfers of
holdings under the Land Act were con-
cerned, that was dictated not only by the
knowledge which T gained previously to
taking control of the Lands Department,
but also the knowledge I was soon made
aware of after I assumed Ministerial office
in October, 1911- It had been repeatedly
brought uinder my notice, and my attitude
-was also the resuilt of a statement in this
House prior to 1911 that the trafficking
in holdings under the Land Act was being
carried on to a very considerable degree.
Repeatedly in the, country I met those
who were either on the land or were de-
sirous of securing holdings, and they made
continued protests against the -condition
of affairs which made it possible for very
mn.any people to take up land although
they had no intention of utilising that
lan d and fulfilling the conditions, but by
securing it they were enabled to hold up
those who were really anxious and desirous
of establishing their homes on the soil, 'and
it was stated, by those who complained,

that instead of being able in a legitimate
way to get their land from the Lands De-
partinent, in order to gratify their desire,
they were compelled to pay these holders
of land a premium. This was what they
had to do instead of getting it at the price
which bad been fixed by the department
So frequent were these complaints that
anybody interested in the development of
the land as distinct from the selection of
the land must necessarily have teen con-
cerned in devising some means to prevent
it. That knowledge, as I have said, came
to me before I went into the Lands De-
partment in 1911, but after I was there
for a while I was soon convinced that
the statements were not exaggerated, and
that under Section 56, particularly
that providing for non-residence, the
selection of laud was being used as a
vehicle for trafficking in the laud. I had
not been in office long bef ore I found
that this had attained gre~iter proportions
than I had previously known, and the
large number of cases convinced me that
if it was to be prevented in the future
I would have to act promptly. We in
Western Australia are not alone in this
experience. The wh ole of the trend of
land legislation in the Eastern States has
been int the direction of amending the
Land Act, particularly in the -way of
endeavouring to secure legitimate selec-
tion of the soil and make it more difficult
for the speeulator to oust the legitimate
settlers. If we take New South Wales,
for instance, we find that when Sir John
Robertson's Land Act was introduced it
was thouLght then that a solution of the
difficulty had been found, but after that
Act had been in operation for a period
of about 20 years it was discovered that
the bulk of the land which had been
selected uinder it had gravitated into
large holdings, and the difficulty was even
greater than before, and although re-
peated amendments were made, that con-
dition of affairs continued until at the
present time the amendments of the Act
arc of such a nature as to make it a mat-
ter of very great difficulty for the specu-
lative holder to retain his land without
fulfilling the conditions which are uts-
posed. Let us take the conditions which
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apply in New South Wales at the present
time in regard to conditional purchase
holdings, and see how they compare -with
the provisions- in Western Australia. In
New South Wales under the sections
dealing with. conditional purchase with
residence, the price is £1 per acre. The
holdings must be completely fenced with-
in three years, improved to the value of
10s. per acre by the end of the first five
years, and only after that period has
elapsed, namely, the first five years, can.
the selector secure a certificate which
permits the transference of the holding.
He must also take up his residence with-
in three months and fulfil those condi-
dions for 10 years. Under conditional
purchase w.ith non-residence the price
deposited and annual instalments are
double those required under residential
conditions. The maximum area is 320
acres. The holding must be fenced within
12 months. Improvements other than
boundary fencing must be made to the
value of £1 per acre, and those are the
conditions which are the outcome of all
the legislation in New South Wales, all
the repeated amendments of the Act, and
each amendment more drastic than the
preceding one, in oyrder to eliminate the
speculative element and to ensure the
establishment of the legitimate settler.
The conditions are such that to the
genuine settler they are capable of accom-
plishment, and, therefore, not irksome to
him, although they are much more drastic
than the conditions which obtain in West-
ern Australia. But these alterations are
of such a nature that the speculate;, so
far as selection is concerned, has been
practically eliminated. In Victoria under
the sections dealing with agricultural
allotments, the maximum area is 200
acres of first-class land, 320 acres of
second-class, land, and 640 acres of what
are called grazing allotments. Under
residential conditions a license is grant 'ed
for six years. We give what we call an
occupation certificate. In Victoria it is
called a license, and the improvements re-
quired are is. per acre per annum for
Bfrat-class land. Od. for second-class land,
6d. for third-class or grazing land. The
licensee may not transfer, assign, or sub-

Lt. He must destroy all vermin, fence
within the six years, enter into occupa-
tion within 12 months, and occupy the
allotment during the whole of the term
of the license. So far as improvements
are concerned, substantial improvements
must be made to the value of £1 per
acre for first-class land, 16s. per acre for
second-class land, and 10s. per acre for
third-class. laud. Upon being satisfied
that all the conditions have been fulfilled,
the grant may be given. The agricultural
allotments with non-residential conditions
carry double the conditions of improve-
ments right throughout. In Victoria
under the mallee agricultural license the
conditions are the same as for agricul-
tural allotments, the only difference being
that larger areas are given, 640 acres
of first-class land, 1,000 acres of second-
class land, and 1,280 acres of third-
class land. In Queensland the ag-
ricultural farms are of a maxi-
mum area of 1,260 acres, the price.
being from 10s. upwards as fixed
by application, and the selectors must
occupy the land continually in person or
by agent for the whole of the term of
the lease. Where priority of application
has been conceded, personal residence for
the first three years is obligatory, the land
must he fenced within five years, and only
on completion of the five years' improve-
ments can the farm be mortgaged, sub-
divided, or transferred, and then only
with the approval of the Minister. Under
agricultural homestead the selector must
effect personal residence for five years
and fence within that period, and the
improvements required are for first-class
land, 10s. per acre; for second-class land,
5is. per acre, and for third-class. 2s. ad.
per acre. I want to stress the point that
these represent the conditions to-day, and
they represent the conditions which have
been arrived at as the result of experience
of the administration of these Land Acts,
and they represent more drastic condi-
tions which have been rendered necessary
through the knowledge derived b-y succes-
sive Administrations, so the conditions
have 'bean made such as to ensure that the
holdings shall he legitimately developed.
The desire is to prevent the aggregation of
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-these areas into large holdings through the
advent of the speculator. Even later in
'Victoria, as the result of this policy of
aggregation which had been built up un-
der their loose land laws and loose ad-
ministration, it was found necessary to
go in for wholesale repurchases, with the
consequnt expenditure of very large sums
from loan funds, to, as far as possible,
prevent re-aggregation. We have had ex-
perience in Western Australia of estates
having been -repurchased on two separate
occasions, and on each occasion the State
has had to pay it higher price, and on one
of these estates which has been repur-
chased twice, to-day the aggregation is
going an end the family from whom the
estate was repurchased, are again acquir-
ing a considerable area of that holding
under the conditions now obtaining. Tn
Victoria under the allotments which are
made available from repurchased estates
they hare provided for perpetual residence
and they issue what is known there as
a limited freehold title, and uinder that
title fthe property can only be sold to
a purchaser who is not already
the holder or land, and who himL-
self is prepared and can guarantee
to carry out the condition of per-
petual residence wvhich attaches to that
holding, and that is the effort which they
make, and which is in my opinion in the
nature of a compromise, to ensure that
these holdings will not again re-aggregate
into large estates. But to indicate the
kind of thing which is going on, I have
here somne typical instances of those which
come before me, I may say in hundreds .
and which are continually coming before
me at the present time, where surreptitious
transfers have been effected, the document
held in escrow and the purchaser has not
only bad to pay the holder a price much
in advance of what the holder paid to the
State, but the purchaser has also to fulfil
the conditions which the original selector
in taking tip the land contracted to fulifil.
I am not going to read the names, but I
will give particulars of the eases.
Case No. 1-

Inspection in 1912 showed improve-
ments to be unsatisfactory, The holder
was called upon to show reasohis against

forfeiturd. This led to the discovery
of the sale of two homestead farms and
both holdings were cancelled under Sec-
tion 80 of the Land Act. The inspector
in reporting, said that the purchasers
had purchased for £45-in his opinion
double its value-and added, "these
men have plainly been taken down in
the deal." An appeal against the for-
f ei ture was made and a special board of
inquiry was appointed which, after
lengthy evidence from all parties con-
cerned, reported that the transfer bad
been made under circumstances arising
from a combination of ignorance and
the laxity of system which had been
prevalent -with regard to transfers; and
to save the innocent parties from loss
the hoard recommended reinstatement,
which was carried out.

Case No. 2-
Taken up in March, 1910. In June,

1911, an inspector's report showed that
there had not been the slightest attempt
to comply with the conditions on either
block. Notice threatening the forfeiture
was sent to the selector. This resulted
in the appearance for the first time of
a small mine owner from the goldfields
who stated that, being desirous of
spending the remainder of his days in
rural pursuits, he had consulted an
agent through whom he agreed to buy
the properties named for £900, of which
£450 had been paid over. Investigations
showed that this man was a very poor
business man, and was relying largely
on the code of honour prevalent on the
goldflelds, It transpired that included
in his purchase was another C.P. and
H.P., held by the original owner on
which there were improvements valued
at £66, and that the £900 included
horses, cart, etc., the whole valued by
the seller at £300, the remaining £000
being consideration for the interest in
the land, Inquiry showed that the yen-
dors had taken bills for the purchase
money; discounted them and left the
State, so that forfeiture would only pen-
alise the innocent purchaser and not
touch the speculator. Under these cir-
culmstances, the forfeiture was waived
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and the transfer allowed by the late
Minister.

Case No. 3-
Taken up in January by two residents

of Perth. Inspection in August, 1912,
showed absolutely no improvements,
and forfeiture proceedings resulted. An-
other individual then came forward to
state that he purchased both blocks in
May, 1912. He had one transfer, but
could not find the remaining holder. The
land was forfeited and it became nece-
sary for the laud board to adjudicate.
This man satisfied the board that he bad
purchased in ignorance and with the
bona fide intention of developing the
land, and had, in fact, made consider-
able improvements between the inspec-
tion and forfeiture. He was accord-
ingly granted the land and the charge
for several improvements was waived.

Case No. 4-
Granted in October, 1910. On the

21st February, 1912, a letter was re-
ceived from a man in Kalgoorlie stat-
ing that he had purchased this and the
adjoining block, paid the rents and
completed the improvements. The
transfers were rejected as being irregu-
lar in form and contrary to the statu-
tory provision that land should be held
two years before being transferred. The
purchaser then put forward copies of
the agreement for the sale of the two
leases. That for the first was dated 21st
November, 1910, and that for the second
was dated 29th April, 1911. The pur-
chaser alleged that the original holder
did no improvements whatever. The
technical and statutory provisions pre-
vented a transfer being allowed and a
Prolonged correspondence eventuated.
Finally, as it was shown that the de-
velopment of the land could not pro-
ceed with the titles in an unsatisfactory
condition, it became necessary to ap-
prove of their registration as a special
case in order to prevent a serious loss
to innocent parties.

Case No. 5-
Applied for through Perth land

agents and granted on the 10th July,
1911. On the 13th January a letter was
received from another man stating that

in July, 1912, while residing in Adel-
aide, South Australia, he purchased
through an agent the right to this hold-
ing for £50. Knowing no improvements
had been effected and believing a trans-
fer could be obtained on two years' im-
provements being completed, he had
thrown up his position and come to
Western Australia; took up his resi-
dence on the block, and effected con-
siderable improvements. The statements
made being supported by a declaration,
and though the land was not held for
two years, the transfer was allowed to
go through, to avoid penalising the in-
nocent party.

Case No. 6-
Granted on the 10th May, 1910. The

holding was brought under Section 56
in February, 1911, and an inspection
made shortly afterwards showed that
beyond a little fencing no improvements
had been done. Investigation which
arose from a letter of inquiry received
from the man in occupation, took place
in October, 1911, and it was then shown
that in February, 1911, a transfer of'
his holding was allowed to be registered
and circumstances revealed that the pur-
chaser's acquisition was evidently en-
tirely for speculative purposes. The
man who subsequently acquired this
laws and homestead farm, 14512/74,
part of the same location, from the
man to whom it had been transferred,
stated that he held an unregistered
transfer, the consideration being £210,
although the improvements at the time
of the acquisition consisted of fencing
only, the value heing set down at £120.
As the man in occupation appeared to
be a perfectly bona Hie purchaser, and
was carrying out the improvements, the
transfer was approved.

Case No. 7-
This was granted to two employees

in a Perth warehouse. It was sold by
the selectors before the two years pre-
scribed by the Act had expired, other-
wise the transaction appears above
board, and the case is only included in
the list to illustrate the dangers of the
proceeding.
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Case No. 8--
In April, 1910, and July, 1011, two

men from Perth took up several hold-
ings in the vicinity of Kuhn, aggre-
gating close on 4,000 acres. From- the
evidence disclosed in va-rious files, it
would appear as if these holdings, which
included homestead farms, were taken
up with the object of re-selling, as they
appear to have been almost im-
mediately placed in tbe hands of
a Perth firm of land agents. In
the meantime, a man arrived
from England in advance of a
group of settlers. Shortly after arrival
in Perth, one of the settlers came on a
visit to this department explaining his

*troubles, and a great amount of time
and trouble was required before he was
disposed of. This settler's statement
was tha.t the man who had arrived in
advance of the group had wired to him
in England for money, and he had sent
out £500, on the assumption that it was
in connection with a co-operative
scheme for settlement. It appears
that the man who wired for the
money utilized this money in pur-
chasing- from a Perth firm the
holdings at Kuhin, and the settler
who had sent the money stated that he
had proved that the man who wired for
it had divided £100 commission with the
Plerth agents, from whom the Kuhin
holdings had been purchased. J n the
meantime, the settler who had sent the
money had taken up land in the Kumi-
nin district on behalf of himself and his
son, as it was impossible for him'i to
hold the areas referred to. The final
adjustment of the matter was one of
great difficulty, and it ultimately be-
came necessary to approve of a further
transfer of the Kulin holdings.

Case No. 9-
Two homestead farms in the Dan-

gin district were taken up by a man
and his son, the latter dating from
1905. No inspection 'of these blocks
was made until recently. On the 7th
JTune an inspector -was in the vicinity
and inspected these blocks. This fact
evidently became known in the locality,
for on the 10th June a Dangin settler

wrote stating that two years ago he
and another had purchased one of the
two homestead farms and had since
spent a good deal of money in improve-
ments. The original holder of the
homestead farm is applying for on
exemption, but in the one ease there
appears to he no reason why forfeiture
should not proceed, and final notice
has been issued accordingly.

Case No. 1.0--
On the 24th September, 1910, two

conditional ptirchases were granted.
Inspection was made on the 20th June,
1912, and showed that no attempt had
beeni madeL to comply 'with the condi-
tions. Forfeituare was accordingly re-
commended and approved. On the
10t~h November, 1912, a request for re-
instatement was made, and accord-
ing to a. marginal note on page 18 of
the file, the person who made the re-
quest offered a few pounds-

That is by way of a bribe.
to obtain the transfer. In a statement
made in November, 1911, by the man
to whom the leases were granted, he
mentioned that he had 13 months pre-
viou sly sold his interest to another,
who had since set about the work of
improving the lease and had carried
out -work valued at £:220. The late
holder has received £100 for his inter-
est. After obtaining reports it was
decided that forfeiture would penalise
the purchaser while the original bolder
would escape scot free, so the rein-
statement was approved.

These eases give evidence of the diffi-
culties which arise. In almost every
instance where this kind of transfer has
been carried through we have had to ef-
fect the transfer in order that the inno-
cent purchaser might not he penalised.
But in doing that it was evident that
Action was necessary in order to prevent
these people being penalised in the
future and having to. pay those persons
who secured the land in the first
place a sum of money which they could
much more advantageously uitilise in the
improvement of their holdings. It was
to serve the interests of the settler
and make it possible for him to get from
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the Lands Office the land on the terms
on which we originally made it available
that I took these particular steps. I could
parallel these eases with scores and scores
of others which crop up in the depart-
ment every day, and which have caused
an immense amount of difficulty. In the
course of his remarks the hon. member
traced all the results which have fol-
lowed from the niggardliness of nature
and the difficulties attaching to climate
and partial failure of crops to the enact-
ment of these particular conditions, and
in the course of other remarks he has
frequently stated that it caused the
banks to refuse to lend money. The
Premier placed too great a trust in the
remarks of the member for Northanm
(Ron. J. Mitchell). He dlid not know
the inaccuracy of those remarks so well
as I knew it, and have had occasion to
point out in times past, and as a result
lie made statements to which strong ex-
ception was taken in the course of cor-
respondence which appeared in the Press.
The coirespondence appeared in the
West Australian during May, under the
heading of "Mr. Seaddan and the banks "
in which the following paragraph ap-
pears :

The State Premier, speaking to a
deputation of the unemployed in Perth
last Friday said, "The present posi-
tion was brought about to some extent
by the chartered banks, which, in past
years, had rather assisted people to get
money, but which, at the present. time,
were refusing to lend money, and were
asking people to refund their over-
drafts to the extent of big amounts."
Statements like these doubtless sound
well, when made, as it were ex cat hedra,
and the fact that they arc made by
one occupying so responsible a posi-
tion as that held by Mr. Scaddan lends
additional weight to them. They also
look well on paper, in the absence of
any proof to the contrary, and are
then accepted by the unthinking as
perfectly accurate descriptions of the
causes which have led to certain results.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Who signed that?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This

particular letter is not signed, but the one

following, which quotes practically the
same figures, is signed by "1J. M. Hil,
Cotteslos." The writer' I have referred
to goes on to quote figures taken from the
quarterly abstract of the banks from the
September quarter of 1911 to the March
quarter of the present year. Those
figures are as follows; For the quarter
ending September, 1911, deposits,
£7,247,290; advances, £7,658,1-14; per-
centage of advances to deposits, 105 2,
1 think if I read the percentage of ad-
vances to deposits it will be sufficient:
Quarter ended December, 194t. 117 per
cent.; March, 1912, 118Y4 per cent.;
June, 1912, 121/4 per cent.; September,
1912, 130 per cent..; December, 1912, 133
per cent.; March, 1913, 13234 per cent.
He continues-

Strangely enough, it will be seen that
all the time the Labour Government
has been in office the relation of ad-
vance to deposits has been on an
ascending scale, up to theemd of 1912,
and even for the first three months of
this year the proportion only dropped
one-quarter er cent.

The figures given in that letter are sup-
ported by another letter on the same
date signed by J. M. Hill, who states-

It is a deplorable spectacle when the
Premier of the State makes statements
such as the above, which have little or
no foundation in fact, but which are
calculated to inflame the passions and
desires of one section of the com-
munity against another.

I blame the hon. member for Northamn for
misleading the Premier to call down upon
his head the wrath of correspondents as
illustrated in those particular letters.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Those are advances
to farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
connection 'with this matter, I want to
point out -that in many instances that
have come tinder my notice the original
selector, who has disposed of his land1
has never even seen the land. I have
here a communication, which appears in
the file, and only came before my notice
during the last few days:-

When I came here two years ago I
was on the lookout for a piece of
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land. About 15 months ago a bank
clerk hero was trying to sell a block
he had never seen and I invested what
money I had in it, and took in ex-
change a blank transfer the same as
everyone was, doing then. I have ar-
ranged to get a bank loan in his Dame,
but a very awkward thing has hap-
pened. I have 210 acres down ready
to burn, and the man wants his money
and the late owner has left the State
and it would take some considerable
time to get him for the mortgages, et-
cetera.

In a case like that one has to fix up the
purchaser hecanse he is developing the
land legitimately, but at the same time
one has to try to take steps to prevent
that which landed him in such a position,
and swallowed up the whole of the small
amount of capital he had left, because
his improvements were carried out by a
loan from the Agricultural Bank. Then
the member for Northam was remarkably
inaccurate in his statement that an ap-
preciable decrease in the area under crop
had been caused by my administration
and particularly this obstrjAtion. As a
matter of fact, the increase in the area
under crop, as disclosed by recent figures,
is the record increase in the history of
the State.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I referred to what
the increase should have been, not to the
actual figures.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
a record in the history of the State. The
hon. member stated that there had been
an appreciable decrease in the area under
crop, and I say that during the past
year, and even in the preceding year, in
spite of the adverse circumstances, there
was a substantial increase in the area
under crop, and this year the increase
constitutes a rec ord in the history of the
State. Moreover, the increase in the area
put under fallow last year, which, in my
opinion, will be responsible for an in.
crease in the yield per acre this year, was
as great as the total increase for the eight
previous years. The new ground cleared
last year was 92,984 acres, as contrasted
with 49,000 acres which represented the
greatest increase in the area cleared in

any previous year back to 1904. Then
the total ara, cropped, cleared, and under
fallow, showed an increase from 1912 to
1913 of 1,063,000 as compared with
624,000 acres, representing the record in-
crease in any previous year. Those
figures not only effectually disprove the
statement of the member for Northam
that there had been an appreciable de-
crease in the area under crop, but on the
other hand, go to demonstrate that what
I have been striving for in the adminis-
tration of the Lands Decartment, the
genuine utilisation of the soil, has been
accomplished. I will admit that it does
not yet reach my expectations, but it is
an improvement on what has gone before
in previous years, and my attitude is
confirmed by the policy which is being
laid down, not only by Labour Adminis-
trations, but also by Liberal Administra-
tions in the Eastern States. The Corn.
missioner of Crown Lands in South Aus-
tralia, in the course of a recent speech
on lands administration, referred to the
epeculative element which had crept in
in connection with lands in the Port
Lincoln district; he spoke strongly on
the subject, and said that effective mea-
sures would have to be taken to deal with
it. Then, later on in the House, in con-
nection with the introduction of an
amendment of the Land Act, he made
these remarks-

It seemed that the land hoard would
have to he more careful in the original
allotment of lands, and so long as it
provided reasonable facilities for occu-
pation and development, the Govern-
ment must insist upon the fulfilment
of the laws more fully than in the past.

And in a f urther statement in the same
speech he has practically voiced pre-
cisely the same views as I have expressed
in this State--

The boast of a Government should
not be that itj had so many millions of
acres, but that it had so much land
under conditions and with facilities
which would enable the holders to es-
tablish homes.

I repeat that all the experience which
should have been gained by the member
for Northam, the experience I have
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gamned, and the experience of the Eastern
States over a longer period of settlement
than Western Australia can claim, con-
firms the attitude I take up and confirms
the necessity which arose for dealing
with this matter in the method I have.
I again say that I have no objectioa what-
ever, but rather pleasure, in placirg the
papers upon the Table of the House.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): I have
listened to the speeches of both the mem-
ber for Northam and the Minister for
Lands, and before the mover of the mo-
tion replies I would like to make a few
observations. The Minister has just con-
trasted the drastic provisions operating in
the Eastern States with the provisions in
Western Australia. Of course I recognise
that the conditions are somewhat dissimi-
lar. In New South Wales, for instance,
with its population of one and a half
millions, the land hunger is much more
keen than it is in Western Australia, and
naturally more drastic conditions are
necessary. But, even so far as; Western
Australia is concerned, the Minister has
made out a good case. Just before re-
siming his seat he referred to the specu-
lative element as it has been disclosed in
South Australia. I had the pleasure of
making a trip to that State not long ago
and I found that on the West Coast and
in the Pinnaroo country, two huge pro-.
vinces which have recently been opened
uip, a wild raging boom in land values
was going in, with the result that old
setters' sons in more favoured districts,
who wanted land to occupy, were forced
into this back country, and had given for
rolling sand hills in the Pinnaroo district
up to LS per acre. The consequence is
that now, when the first dry season has
made its presence felt in South Australia,
there is a big decline in land values and
a good deal of distress amongst the
settlers, particularly the newer ones who
were dragged into the land boom. The
hon. member stated that in moving this
motion for the production of papers, be
was not actuated by any party bias. I
am quite prepared to believe that, and I
am prepared to believe that the member
for Northam, in his anxiety to force set-
tlement, and his glowing optimism at all

times meant well, but what the settlers of
the State contend-

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Not the setttlers.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, the settlers

have a grievance against the hon. memiber,
and I have the same grievance, because
I believe that all his enthusiasm and op-
timism were expended in a misguided
direction. The hon. member will recollect
that on the occasion of the last general
election, no matter where one went in the
agricultural districts, particularly those
captured by the Labour party, and which
nio one ever dreamed would he captured,
the whole argument was not against the
Liberal party. The farmers professed
themselves Liberal and said they would
like to be loyal to the party, but it was
the anti-Mlitchell vote that carried the
member for Williams-Narrogin and other
hon. members into Parliament. I had oc-
casion to canvass the hon. member's dis-
trict and I found a feeling of antagonism
towards him because, as Minister for
Lands, lie took certain action which im-
posed heavy penalties and burdens on the
settlers to-day, The hon. member for Nor-
tham in speaking on this motion stated
that in his experience of the Lands De-
partment there was no evidence of specu-
lation.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh no.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, I have the

speech here, and I also heard it. The hon.
member said there was no evidence of
land speculation, but wherever it was
brought under his notice he did his best
to stop it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Certainly.
Mr. O'LOGHILEN: I am not going to

give any instances because off-hand I am
not able to do so, but I will remind the
hon. member of an area of 15,000 acres
in one group at Korrelocking, taken up
by Miss Florence Bains, and members of
her company when touring in Western
Australia. I askc the hon. member, does
he think that area of land was taken up
for the purpose of genuine development,
or for the purpose of making a rise by
selling it to some land seeker. Apart
from the 15,000 acres in that district,
there was a syndicate who took up 45,000
acres in the Kurrenkutten district.
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Mr. Monger: Was that not a goldfields
syndicates

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: Yes. I believe the
conditions were evaded for a long time,
but I just mention those two instances be-
cause I want to point out that, although
people may take up an area of land which
is not productive, though they are able to
take up that barren land for speculative
purposes, the door is equally open for
people to speculate in land where the soil
is more prolific, and this evidence of
speculation has been brought to light be-
fore to-day.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Could they get any-
one to take that land from them?

Mn. O'LOGHLEN: It was perhaps
owing to various reasons-

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: They would never
get anyone to take it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not sure about
that.

H~on. J. Mitchell: Was it not forfeited?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The position is that

a great change has come over the scene,'
as I will show directly. I do not think
that land has been forfeited up to the
present. It should have bieen forfeited
a long time ago.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I think it was.
Mr. O'LOG-FILEN It was the common

practice in the State for city folk to put
in an application for a block of land,
and after having secured it to hawk it for
sale, and I contend that much of that
practice is detrimental to settlement.

Mr. Monger: You cannot name one
legitimate case.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I can mention
where land agents were pushing applica-
tions for all they are -worth, and were
writing to people urging them to leave
matters in their hands, and one of the
first things the present Minister for Lands
should do in dealing with this question of
land agency, is to bring in some form of
license and fix a fairly heavy fee if he
likes, a fee which bona-fide laud agents
will pay in order to try to eliminate the
mushroom land agents who have been
growing up to the detriment of men on the
land. I think the number competing in
this calling to-day does not tend to honest
business. They have to resort to other

than legitimate trade to keep their beads
above water.

Member: There are too many gutter
agents.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:- The hon. member
for Northam stated there was not a single
instance where a buyer had exhausted
himself by purchasing laud, but the Min-
ister has given six or seven instances where
people exhausted their money, and money
provided by cable from England, before
they had a right to go on the land. The
member for Northam also stated that
under his administration no one had any
advantage, but I am not prepared to say
that the member for Northam went out
of his way to deal indiscriminately. I
believe his one desire was to push land
settlement in this State, but his efforts
were often misguided.

Hon. J, Mitchell: We had a land board.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is true, but

when the hon. member for Northam says
that no one had an advantage he must
realise that he had a distinct advantage.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: How is that?
Mr. Q'LOGHLEN: Men were sent out

to different parts of the country to clas-
sify and survey it, and after they had sent
in their reports to- fix the values, the Min-
ister in his office raised the price of the
rand, and the settlers are grumbling to-
day under the heavy prices which they
have to pay, and one hon. member of the
Opposition is asking for a reduction in
the price of these lands. The hon. mem-
ber for Northam had an advantage which
he should never have utilised in forcing
up the price of land as he did. We know
that the practice was to get out the plans
and after they were advertised for a, few
weeks, glowving- advertisements were put
in and railways were dotted on the plans,
and -people were led to go on the land at
a faster rate than we could absorb them
There was a big land boom, and we are
feeling the effects of it to-day.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: There were railways
all over the place, five routes for one line.

Mr. O'LOGHFLEN: The member for
Northam says that land is Worth less to-
day than it was two years ago. If this is
so, it is not due to the regulations issuted
by the present Minister for Lands, as
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was contended by the hon. member. He
stated that owing to the regulations farm-
ing had received a check. That argument
has been met by the figures quoted by the
Minister regarding the area of land under
fallow, and the acreage under crop, which
this year constitutes a record. That is a.
fitting reply to the assertion made by the
hon. member in a moment of forgetful-
ness.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What was that?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member

said that he charged only a fair price for
the land, and that if only 40 per cent, of
the settlers succeeded be had accomplished
a big thing. The hon. member said he
took these men off the labour market, and
settled them on the land. That is one
thing for which I 'blame him. He opened
up big subdivisions in the Eastern dis-
tricts, which to-day are enjoying a good
season, but which in my opinion, and in
the opinion of most hon. members, are
rather doubtful districts. And by glowing
advertisements he encouraged men from
the artisan class and from various walks
of life, men who had not the means to
link their fortunes with the land to go into
the drier districts, and he states that if
only 40 per cent. of them succeeded he
accomplished a big thing. If we can
make 40 per cent, of them good settlers
it is something for the State, but the diffi-
culty is that the Government have to carry
the 60 per cent. who have not succeeded.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Carry them! Why
the Government cannot carry themselves.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member
knows that the settlers, through having
carried him so long, would find themselves
to-day in a very precarious position if it
had not been for the assistance rendered
to them by the present Government. The
hon, member will not deny that, and lie
and the hon. member for Toodyay will
not deny that in the Eastern belt for a
stretch of 120 miles the settlers would
have had to leave their homes but for the
measure of assistance given them by the
present Government and which, I sup-
pose, would have been given to them by
any Government. The hon. member said
that the regulations had affected the
security and the attitude of the banks and
had resulted in money becoming tight.

I am not prepared to agree with the Mini-
ster for Lands when he quoted figures to
show the deposits in the banks and the
various advances. Those figures might
lie all right, but there is no denying the~
fact, as the hon. member for Northam
pointed out, that the banks went on strike,
they went on strike at a most critical
period in the history of the State, and
many a struggling settler has reason to
remember to the end of his time the pecu-
liar position in which he was placed owing
to the Shylock attitude of some of the
banks. I am not going to single out any
one of the banks.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The hon. member
stated at the Northam show last year that
be could control the interest rate of the
world.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not concerned.
about that. What I want to refer to is
this: that the people who to-day are blam-
ing the present. Minister for Lands for
issuing these regulations, some of them
by writing in their own journals, are
prepared to admit in private that
it was the attitude of the banks
for some reason or other that was
responsible for the check in settle-
ment in wheat areas. Let me point
out, and members of the Opposition know
it, that in the Eastern districts two or
three years ago the banks absolutely
touted for business in the shreets of the
country towns. Police officers and public
servants were asked to put in applications
for blocks of land. In many cases they
replied that they had no money, but they
were told by the banks, "You do not re-
quire money; you get the land and w~e
will see you through the venture."

Hon. J. Mitchell: It was very easy to
get a block of land in those days.

Afr. O'LOGHLEN: I do not know that
it was. Some people went to 10 or 12
meetings of the land hoard in order to get
a block and the hon. member knows it.
It was not an easy matter to get land,
but it was easy to get the glib assurance
of a country bank manager that he would
see the applicant through the venture. I
know of 14 different settlers who have
left their holdings having been practically
pushed out by the banks, and in numerous
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other cases settlers would have been on
the labour market, struggling settlers,
good settlers, natives of Western Aus-
tralia, some iii the Pingelly district and
some further south, had it not been for
the liberalising of the Agricultural Bank
and the genuine sympathy extended to
them by the head of that institution and
the trustees controlling it. Instance after
instance can be quoted to show that the
managers of these private banks urged
settlers to leave the Agricultural Bank,
the institution that was carrying them on,
at a fairly slow pace, perhaps, but a safe
pace, because the settler, who stuck to the
Agricultural Bank knew that, whether
the weather was fair or foul, his home
was always safe. I say that the managers
o f these chartered banks urged settlers
to leave this safe institution, and, after
all, if the farmer is offered more money
he will take it every time. Consequently,
the farmers were encouraged to leave the
Agricultural Bank and found themselves
in dificuiltics later on. I claim that the
attitude of the banks in pushing business
-they touted for it-was largely due to
the booming of our land values as a re-
suilt of the action of the hon. member for
Northam, who pushed land settlement and
boomed land values. But the chickens
have come home to roost and the settlers
of this State have reason to curse someone
for having got entangled, as they did, with
the financial institutions.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You mean the Labour
party.

Mr. O'LOGHLaEN: No, the bon, mem-
ber is aware that I do not mean the La-
bour party. We find that all over the
world the money market has beome tight
and one of the principal contribunting
factors is said to be the Balkan war. It
is significant to note that Mr. -Winch-
combe, a member of the Upper House in
New South Wales, and president of the
Sydney Chamber of Commerce, in June
last made a speech in which he deplored
the attitude of the private banks of Aus-
tralia. He said that the banks, in tak-
ing up the attitude they did, and forcing
settlers to reduce their accounts, had
driven some settlers off their holdings, and
that that was an attitude which these
banks would regret later on. Mr. Winch-

combs is a man without party bias, or if
he has party bias it would be on the side
of the chartered banks, yet we find him
taking them to task in London a few
months ago for the attitude they adopted.
I would ask the hon. member for Northam
why, with increased deposits shown, there
was such a marked contrast in the ad-
vances they were prepared to make two
years ago, and what they were prepared to
advance a couple of months ago.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is on account of
these regulations.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I would point out
to the hon. member for Northam that
under the old conditions the banks and
money-lenders made it a rule, which they
invariably kept, or hardly ever departed
from, that before conditional purchase
land should be considered as security
for an advance, the land must be held
for five years, and the residence and im-
provement conditions must be complied
with. Farmers complying with these con-
ditions do not at any time come within
the scope of the Bath regulations, so I
contend that the hon. member for Nor-
tham has failed to establish his ease in
that regard, by showing that the land
regulations issued by the present Minis-
ter for Lands had the effect of making the
banks tighten up. In 1908 the Midland
Land Company held their first land sale
in Western Australia, They realised high
prices for that land, prices which, I be-
lieve, were far above the value of that
land.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I am not referring
to them.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I know the ho',.
member is not, but I believe that had the
effect of starting the boom. In 1908 that
was the start of the land boom and
the then Minister for Lands identi-
fied himself with it. Railways were
promised in different parts of the
State, and while tle Minister at that
time boomed things fairly successfully,
and got the subdivisions off in some
instances, he nevertheless missed oppor-
tunities. Denmark, for instance, has
been a howling frost, and it has cost the
taxpayer up to the present time a large
sum of money. It has cost us a great
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deal more than it would have cost hadI
the hon. member for Northam exercised
that foresight with which he has been
credited. I know that scores of people
were prepared to rush Denmark when
first it was to be thrown open, but when
the sale was put off, and put off, and
tbere was a delay of about seven months,
people got tired. .People with money in
their possession were absolutely tired of
waiting and let the sale slide; they missed
it and consequently the poorer settlers,
who have taken up blocks, have had a
perpetual struggle ever since. I say that
the opportunity was neglected to place
that land in the hands of people who
would have been prepared to develop it
and had any amount of capital at their
back. The hon. member for Northamn did
his best, and I have given him credit for
it, for pushing settlement, but he over-
stepped the mark and went beyond a fair
and safe proposition. He told settlers
that they did not want any capital, but
all they wanted were strong arms and a
stout heart, to go out among these rural
conditions and do the work that was
awaiting them. But I want to ask who
is to be taken as a guide. Professor
Lowrie, who was engaged by the Govern-
ment of which the hon. member for Nor-
tham was a member, stated at a public
lecture that he would not advise any man
in Western Australia to go on the land
without capital to the extent of £300.

Hon. J. Mitchell: D3o you endorse that?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, and every set-

tler of experience will endorse that. I say
that without that capital of £30& it is a
very difficult matter to succeed. Another
feature which contributed to the land
boom was the fact that the member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) advertised
that so many millions of acres could be
taken up and the people were misled be-
cause the Agricultural Bank, the insti-
tution which they were told they could
rely upon, did not place the same value
on that land from a productive point of
view as did the member for Northam, the
optimistic land settler. The member for
Northam will not denty that thousands
of acres were made available and taken
up, and that when the selectors went to

the Agricultural Bank they could not get
an advance.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That was not in my
time.

Mr. Monger called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung, a quorum formed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I was saying that
the member for 'Northam when Minister
for Lands did a great wrong, in my
opinion, in giving so much publicity to
the fact that there were millions of acres
that could be selected, and he must have
been conscious that the Agricultural Bank
was not prepared to advance money on
those areas. The manager of that bank
very often, I believe, disagreed -with the
values placed on the blocks by the then
Minister for Lands, and he was not pre-
pared to recommend his trustees to make
advances, consequently the farmers found
themselves in the position that after they
had taken uip the land they had to go !o
the private banks, which at that time were
lending money freely, but which to-day
have practically closed down on that kind
of business. The member for Northam
also pointed out that there was no justi-
fication for settlers to leave the Agricul-
tutral Bank to seek assistance from the
private banks, and he said there was no
reason for discrimination between the set-
tlers who had left the Agricultural Bank
and went back to it, and the new settlers,
and he further said that members who
advocated that there should he no dis-
crimination between these settlers were
not fit to occupy a seat in this Chamber.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Neither they are.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yet members on the

member for Nortbam's own side crossed
the floor of the House to vote for thle pro-
vision to increase the interest charges,
and whether they are fit to occupy a seat
in this Chamber or not, I say that the
attitude which the Government have taken
up can be endorsed and upheld.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What, increasing the
interest?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, under the
peculiar circumstances.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: What were they?
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Mr. 0'LOQHLEN: They were these:
The friends of the member for Northam,
the managers of the chartered banks,
were encouraging settlers to leave a safe
institution to get themselves into a morass
of difficulties and involved, as they even-
tually became. At that time the settlers
l61t the Agricultural Bank because they
wanted to go in for sheep raising, and
carry out certain improvements, but when
the pinch came and a great many of them
found that the liabilities of the chartered
banks were too much for the Agricultural
Bank to take over, they had to finance
the beq;t way they could. But many bad
not (-O-iusted what was a fair lending
rate c., their properties and they ap-

-7,,lied the Agricultural Bank and
asked to be taken back as clients of that
institution. The Agricultural Bank had
charged them interest at the rate of 5
per cent., while the interest which the
chartered banks imposed was 71/ per
cent., and they did not know what harm
was going to befall them, consequently
they thought they would like to get hack
to the shelter and protection of the safe
institution. I am not questioning the
stability of the other institutions as com-
mercial concerns, but I say that the Agri-
cultural Bank is safer for the settlers be-
cause'they know that the Government will
never sell them up. The settlers, how-
ever, have not that guarantee with the
other institution;, and if a settler leaves
the Agricultural Bank at a lime when the
other institutions want him and whisper
honeyed words in his ear, and then after-
-wards wants to get back, he should not
expect to get hack under conditions which
are 2% per cent, better. These people
can hardly be said to be on the same level
-with the new settler -who is going on the
land for the first time. The member for
Northam knows that interest charges
have gone up, and that it is not possible
to get money to-day as cheaply as was
the case in the days when it was decided
that the interest charged by the Agricul-
turaA Bank should be 5 per cent., and,
while I agree that 5 per cent, interest
should be charged the new settler, I say
it is a fair proposition, to charge the
settler who deserted the institution at one

time in favour of the chartered banks,
an extra one per cent, if he wants to re-
turn to the Agricultural Bank. I think
I am safe in Macdering that if we took a
poll of those who -want to come back to
the State institution, 99 per cent. would
say that they would be willing to pay 6$
per cent, or even 61/ or 7 per cent.

Mir. Allen: In other word;, you wvould
penalise them if they went back.

',fr O'LOGHLaEN: It would not be
a penalty in view of the increase in the
interest charges.

Mr. Allen : You would make fish of
one and fowl of another.

Mr. 0 'LOOBHLEN : The hon. member
himself crossed the floor of the House and
voted for the increased interest. He
supported the present Government when
the interest charges were increased by
one per cent, to the settlers who went
back to the institution. The hon. mem-
ber must be conversant with what took
place, and he must have known what
the provision was. It was not a proposal to
increase the interest charges all round.
It was an entirely new provision adoptedl
that he who went back to the institution
for its protection should pay a little
more than the settler who went to it for
his first loan. I claim the support of the
hon. member now because he was one
of those who voted for the provision
which is law to-day.

lion. J. Mitchell :It is unfortunate
that it is the law for some of these
people.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We hear wails
of sorrow abhout these regulations.

Hon. 5. Mitchell :You were discus-
sing interest jnst now.

Mr. 0 'LOORLEN: The hon. mem-
ber has never discussed the question of
the reguilations without referring to the
interest which is charged.

The DEPITTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member must address the Chair. These
interjections have been going on too
long, but the lion. member need not take
any notice of them.

Mr- 0'LOGfIjEN:- The member for
Northam has never yet discussed the
land without discussing the interest
charged by the banks, and I believe these
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interest charges have sometimes led him
far off the track, to the detriment of the
genuine settler. He stated here the other
evening that men were not fit to occupy
a seat in the Chamber if they endorsed
the policy of the present Government.
That policy, however, has been generally
endorsed. The hon. member has stated
that men have given up their holdings
rather than comply with the conditions
imposed by this Government, but I chal-
lenge him to give one instance where that
has been the case. It should not be a
matter for privacy if a man has been
driven off his holding. It should be
given the utmost publicity, if the regu-
lations have been the meas of depriving
the settler of his home. It is due to the
member for Northam, if he knows of
such cases, to give them the widest pub-
licity and lay a charge against this Gov-
ernment for having been responsible for
such a thing, and if he can prove that
the regulations have had that effect I
will support him in any action he may
take.' But I know these settlers as well
as most bon. members do, and I know
that the regulations have not been harm-
ful or drastic. They have not been de-
trimental to the settlers, and I venture
to say that there is not one genuine ease
which can be put forward in this con-
nection to which the Minister has not
given fair consideration. The member
for Northamn admits that, but he points
out that the security has been destroyed,
and that the banks will not advance the
money.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: That is quite right.
Mr. 0 'LOGHILEN : Will the hon.

member support it? He hast ample time
before the member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mfitchell) replies to give any proof
he may have that these commercial in-
stitutions adopted any attitude different
from that wihich they were prepared to
adopt in other circumstances. T want
the member for Toodyay (Mr. A. N.
Piesse), as well as the member for Nor-
tham, recoguising that money had be-
come tight and finances depressed all
over the 'world. to show why there should
have been such a striking contrast be-
tween the practice adopted a. couple of

years ago and that which was in evi-
dence a few months ago. I admit
these institutions are loosing their
purse strings now, in view of the
good season. They are prepared to
trust people a little more than in the
past. But I know several cases of ac-
counts paid into the bank for actual
needs of the farmers having been seized
by the banks, and the cheques purloined
by the banks, only a few months ago. I
trust that the papers will be laid on the
Table. I am certain that no hardship
has been imposed through the gazetting
of those regulations. I am convinced
that the Opposition cannot hold up any
case in which a genuine settler has suf-
fered. I am of opinion that our system
will have to be entirely altered if we are
to have a genuine progressive land settle-
ment in the State. Before concluding I
wish to refer to the system of classifica-
tion. The surveyors sent out to survey
and classify the country have not been
the best men for the work. The sur-
veyor, more particularly the contract sur-
veyor, is anxious to show results, to get
his lines out, and to get a cheque is re-
turn. He is not very much concerned
in the classification of land. Some may
do good work, others have done good
work, and others again may subordinate
thiat work to the cheque. which they get
at the end of the quarter for the larger
number of lines they have put down.
That system should be altered. Again,
in my opinion, land to-day is rated at
too high a preic. I am not prepared, not
this session at all events, to loin with
those hon. mnembers. who demand an all-
round reduction of these values. Certain
obligations have been entered into on the
basis of these land valuations, and be-
fore we can bring about a reduction we
require to see our way clear to giving
facilities which have been promised, and
at the same time to give the settler a
chance. I say it is better to give away our
land at 5s. an acre than not to have it
settled at all. I am receiving letters
every day., not from my own electors,
because they are not very much inter-
ested in the question, but from settlers
in surrounding districts, settlers in the
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Mo*unt Marshall, the Vilhiminning. the
Wickepin, and other districts all through
this country, letters in which they point
out that the surveyor had sent in a valua-
tion of 15s. an acre. which was raised
by the member for Northam to 17s. anl
acre in almost every instance. E ad-
mit that the lion. member thought the
land was worth inore. bilt the fact re-
mrains that the settler has since found
out that owing to tile many hardships
which lie hans to face he has great diffi-
culty' in polling through. The land has
been rated at too high a price, due prob-
aly to the contract surveyors not mk-
ing, that minute examination of the qual-
ity of the soil which would have enabled
a better classification to be arrived at. I
again express the opinion that o'! r
friends opposite cannot bring forward one
instance of a settler having been deprived
oif his holding as the result of these re-
gulations.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: I will give you in-
stances of settlers having thrown uip their
holdings.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Perhaps it is just
as well that those settlers gave up their
holdings. It may be that some of those
who g-ave up their land were of such
a class that their action involves no loss
to the State. However, I am waiting for
the member for Northam to give me those
instances, for they wvill be news to me.
I sincerely hope that with better times,
with better seasons, and with a better
system our settlers will have an oppor-
tunity of getting their land a~t a fair
price, and not at a bogus pirice put onl
it by an optimistic Minister interested in
booming land values.

Hon. J. Mitchell: How was I inter-
ested?

Mr. fl'LOOHLEN: Why on every pos-
sible occasion the lion. member broad-
casted it around the world that lands of
first-class value were there only -waiting
to be scratched. I trust that a different
system will be adopted, and I am con-
vinced that in years to come the eennine
settlers of Western Australia will have
cause to thank the present Minister for
Landq for having given them a clear

[791

run inst ead of giving encouragement to
those who farm the farmer at every pos-
sible opportunity.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay) : We
are always ready, to give the Minlister
credit for honesty of purpose in the
mlatter of those instructions. At the
same time 1 admait t hat the circumstances
did not justify the action taken by him.
The great harml which the country has
suffered through these regulations is un-
doubtedly the matter of thie wveakening of
securities. The member for Forrest (Mr.
O'Loghlen) has referred at some length
to the chartered baniks aild the assist-
alnce given by themn to the holders of
land. Those chartered baniks did cer-
tainly chase business, but it was in the
fatll belief that the leases which were held
under the non-residential clauses were
good and sound security. When the
MiniSler issued those in~structions which
hlave been referred to in this debate, the
banks fonnd that the secturities were not
as good as was formerly understood. Tt
was held that tinder the in~struction it
was required that before a transfer could
be effected two years' iluprovuments had
to be complied with in accordance with
the Act. Tt was the custom of past Ad-
ministrations to transfer those leases, and
rightly, too, when evidence was forthl-
coming tllat properly qnalified purchasers
were to fake over the land. There was
11o harm in this practice, in fact it was
honest and fair business, and I contend
that whilst there were. probably. odd
cases of mire speculation. 75 or SO per
cent, of the holders of Crown lands wvere
honest investors. There have come to
mY knowledge the cases of an engine-
(driver, a noliceman. and anl auctioneer.
each of wvhomn took up land unider -the
non-residential clauses, three cases in my
ownr district. Those men felt quite at
ease ill taking uip land under the non-
residential clauses, for they believed that
the moaleyv they invested in those leases
was Rafe. because if they could not com-
plete the required improvements the land
was saleable. But when the Minister
issued his instructions the confidence of
those 1)eolnle was shaken in their invest-
mnts. and they' were speedily transferred
or abandoned.
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lon. NV,. C. Angwrin (Honorary Minis-
ter): W~hat right had they to believe any-
thing of the sort when it was contrary to
law?

,Air A. N. PTIESSE: It was the prac-
tice to admit this business in land.

lon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter)j : The practice was wrong.

Mr. A. IN. PlESSE: In my own dis-
trict large areas were held by people
iinder the non-residential clauses, and

sneconsiderable leases have been aban-
doned, not wholly in consequence of the
Minister's action, bitt largely on that ac-
count, it cannot be denied that this
chasing of the speculator or dummy has
done a considerable amount of harm. Un-
necessary action was taken, and I main-
tamn that the country did benefit by this
speculation in land, because it -was, a
good advertisement. The complaints -re-
ferred to by the 'Minister are an every-
day occurrence. People are unsatisfied
undoubtedly with a lot in the miatter of
secured holdings, and they rush
off to the authorities and say this or
that man should not hold the land be-
cause he is not fulfilling the conditions.
So far as the banks are concerned I am
firmly of opinion that the banks did fair
business. They had money to lend and
that was the way they sought avenues
for letting it out. Then when they found
that the securities were not so go od they
quickly demanded of their clients a return
of the money.

The Minister for Lands: They did not
have that reason in 1902, when they called
in the advances in the East.

Mr. A. N. PTESSE: It was the finan-
cial stress generally. Tn this case it is
fair to say that there was,.and does, exist,
in this State financial stringency. As re-
gards the price of the land, it seems to
me extraordinary that members on the
Ministerial side should lose no oppor-
tunity of attacking the member for Nor-
thaw.

The Minister for Lands: That has no-
thing to dlo with the miotion.

Mr. A. N. PIE"N SR: The bulk of the,
speech by the member for Forrest this
evening was an attack on the member
for Northamn, and his administration of
the Lands Department. In regard to

the hulk of the land I have been chal-
leirged by the member for Forrest to
give hini my views as to the prices
charged. The general impression is, and
Iicn~wrd will suplport the contention,
that the price of land was raised largely
at the instigation of members now sit-
ting on the 'Ministerial side of the House.
It was the constant how! of those gentle-
men when in Opposition that the land
was being given away; it was too cheap.

The Minister for Lands: Never. You
cannot find two lines in Hansard to sup-
port that statement.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The man in the
street is uinder that impression.

The Minister for Lands: Well, it is
a wrong impression.

Mir. A. N. PTES SE: The member for
Northamn gave good service, and the day
will come when greater appreciation will
be shown of that gentleman's ad minis-
trative abilities. Ili regard to the Den-
mark estate, the goats are constantly
trotted out by members on the Oovern-
ment side, but only quite recently the
managing tnistee of the Agricultural bank
and the Commissioner for the South-
West returned from Denmark with glow-
ing accounts as to its uiltimate prosperity.
They told me and others that there was
a big future before Denmark, and that
it is to be the dairying district of the
State. I have nothing further to say on
this motion, other than that the action
of the Minister for Lands reminds me
of a man firing a bullet down Hay-street
and killing a score of men in order to
reach the one guilty. That is the effect
of the Minister's. instruction as regards
the non-residential provisions of the land
regulations.

Hoii. J. MITCHELL (Northern,
in reply) : -May I first thank the
Minister for Lands for his kind-
ness in promising that the papers
should be laid on the Tahle. The Minister
was wise to promise at once that he would
produice the papers. We have heard a
great deal from the Minister to-night that
might have been said on his Estimates.
The Minister, however, made One of the
most moderate speeches I have ever heard
him make when attacked. In bringing
this matter forward I believed it to be my
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duty, and in asking for the papers I did
not contend that there were no buyers and
sellers of land. I have never contended
that. Of course there are buyers and sel-
lers. I did not contend that there were
no speculators. 'I said I did not know of
them. I carried out the law of the land,
and the present Minister should do no
more and no less. But hie has gone be-
yond the law, He has issued instructions
which cannot become regulations because
they would be ultra vires. With others, I
have asked the Minister to carry out the
la-w, and if he says the law does not go
far enough, the proper thing to do is to
amend the law to bring into operation the
ideas of the Minister- E -will help him in
the direction of making things better for
the genuine settler, and to see that the
speculator does not trade on the genuine
settler. I have'always desired to do ii
just as much as he desires, and I was far'
more effective. 'The Minister can say what
be pleases about the instructions he issued.
but he knows and T know that transfers
go through now just as readily as ever
they did. He produced a number of hap-
peluings to-night, but most of them were
after *[left office.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Oh yes. they
were.

The Minister for Lands: The effect of
the transfer being given only came to light
after.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The selection in
most eases was not very long before I left
office, and in any ease the sale was not
made to my knowledge. In every case the
'Minister thought fit to allow the transfer
to he registered after itiouiry. If I had
been in office I should probably have done
the same. It was not possible for me to
k-now how the 54.000 leases in existence
were bein2 dealt with day by day. The
Minister stated that he knew of a great
many eases before be assumed office, and
within fourteen days of taking charge of
the department he knew% a good deal more
which confirmed his former impression.
All I can say is that the Minister was very
smart indeed to gain so much information
in fourtepn days, and he must have put in

a power of work in making his inquiries.
It would take 40 days for a man who un-
derstanids the Lands Department thor-
oughly to find out all about the various
land transactions, and it would he impos-
sible for a man new to the department to
find out so much as the Minister claims he
discovered in fourteen days. The hon.
inemier stated on olie occasion that a Min-
Ester who tried to grasp the whole details
of a huge department like the Lands Do-
]partment would find himself in a lunatic
asylum. I venture to say that tie 'Minis-
ter found out very little in those
fourteen days, in spite of what lie
told us. The point has heen missed by
the Minister. Land wvill always be sold
and land will always be bought, and the
Minister knows that land held tinder See-
tion 150 can he bought anid sold. Akll that
the Minister has a right to demand is work
and improvements and not residence, anid
Ruder that section a manl can sell. There
is no question aboLut it; the Minister- can-
not stop it. The 'Minister said that T had
deceived the poor, innocent Premier, that
I had allowed the Premier to make a state-
mnent which was contrary to fact to the
effect that the banks had called up ad-
vances and had refused to make further
advances to farmers. Now the MAlinister
has come down with a statement to show
that the banks have increased their ad-
vances. Of course batik advances always
increase in difficult times, hut they have
increased not as a result of advances to
farmers in the back country, but by ad-
vances to new settlers, and certainly they
have decreased as at result of calfing up
advances inl many cases. The figures
quoted by the Minister are no doubt ac-
curate enough. but they are explained by
the fact that advances are made to busi-
ness men, who are carrying on farming
probably, and who are carrying on other
business in the State. Money is hard to
collect at the present time and the banks
have to meet the needs of their many cus-
tomers and help them over difficult times.
The bank advances have been increased
largely by this business, but they have
called uip advances in the back country
and in other cases they have refused to
make advances to new settlers owing to the
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Minister's regulations. The banks cannot
with safety advance money unless they aire
at liberty to sell the security in the event
of the customer failing to meet his engage-
maids. Any statement made by the Pre-
mier onl tile strength of my remarks was
perfectly accurate.

The ANinister for Lands: What reason
had they for calling up advances in the
'bad season, 19029

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 would refer
the Minister to the banks.

The Minister for Lands: What regu-
lations or instructions caused them to dto it
at that time?

Ron. J. MITCHELL: The banks4 will
tell the Minister.

The Minister for L ands- I sup pose it
was due to my instructions from the East-
ern States in 1902?

Hon. J. MITCIHELl.,:. I did not know
that the Mifinister was in a position to issue
instructions in 1902.

The Minister for Lands: That is what
I mean; it was nine years before I was in
a position to do so.

Hoii. S_ 'MITCHELL: Then the Min-
ister contends that his instructions have
had no such effect. My duty is to point
out the harm that has been done.

The Minister for Lands: It would he
as sensible to blame me for the position
in 1902, or in 1891 as to blame me now.
They did the same thing in 1891.

Hon- J1. MITCHELL: The Minister
had nothing to do -with the position in
11)02, but hie was concerned with 1911.
The Minister did something in 1911, and
it is that something which affects this
country. We are not dealing with 1902
at present, but wvith vauch more important
times.

The Minister for Lands: But the banks
called in their advances then.

Hon. J. M~ITCHELaL: I do not know
whether they did or not.

The Minister for Lands: They did.
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: That is wide of

the noinit. We are discussing the Min-
iser's regulations. The Minister took mne
to task for say' ing that there had been no
increase in the area uinder crop.

The Minister for Lands: For saying
that there had been a decrease.

Roit, 4. MITCHELL: 1 did not intend
to say anything of the sort. What I in-
tended to convey was that there would
have been a much greater increase in the
area tinder crop if the Mlinister's regu-
lations had never beeni issued. There
bad to be an increase in the area under
crop year by year because of the wo rk
which wa done before the Minister
assutmed office. The increase goes on
year by year. Last year showed an in-
crease in the area of land cleared, and
that is due largely to the advances made
by the Agricultural Bank, and to the
fact that when land is being sold the
Agricultural Bank mark the advance
which they will make, and the bank have
been coinplelled to make advances which
were promised before we left office.

The 'Minister for Lands: In some in-
stances the advances miarked were subject
to application and approval of the
applicant.

Hon. J. AIITCHIE'LL: I will come to
that in a moment, Referring to the re-
marks of the lion. member for Forrest
I would like to say a word or twvo. The
lion. member, of course, contends that the
Mlinister is right. He holds that the
Minister was right in making these regu-
lations, and that the Minister is right in
connection with the Agricultural Bank,
and in increasing the rate of interest.
The lion, member said I wvas wrong when
I contended that there should be no dis-
crimination. I stated then, and I repeat
it now that I object to discrimination.
If there is some advantage to be gained
under the law we should give everyone
an equal opportunity of getting that ad-
vantage. If there is an advance of £1,000
to be wade by the Agricultural Bank, the
alan who owes money to a chartered bank
has as much right to that £:1,000 at the
ruling rate of interest as anyone else has.
It does not matter a Jot if the mau did
leave the Agricultural Bank to go to a
chartered bank. That should nodt weigh
against his application. The Minister
secured the right to advance up to-f2,000,
and lie said there would not be too much
iniquiry as to the way in which the money
was to be used. He led hon. members to
understand that the advances would be
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available, and now we find that there is
this discrimination. If a customer left
the Agricultural Bank and went to
another bank lie is told to stay there, and
so we have one citizen getting money
fromt the Agricultural Bank at 5 l)er
cent., another getting it '?iom the same
bank at 6 per (,cli., aid a third, although
his security is as good, denied the same
op otunit v, allad according to the mnem-
ber for Forrest compelled to pay' 2 or
21/._ per cent. more. Call anyone claim
that sucht discrimnination is fair, reason-
able or right ? The member for Forrest
slated that my land policy was entirely
wrong, anl, that it wvas due to this facj
that the Liberal party lost one or two
country seats at the last election. I be-
lieve that my land policy was, entirely
right, and if I had the opportunity to-
morrow I certainly would not get on the
public platform and say thast a manl must
save £300 before lie can become a settler.
It is strange to find an lioni. gentleman,
a member of the Labour party, who says
tha~t a worker should have £300 before
he should be allowed to become a farmer.
How many' workmen earning 8s., 9s., or
10s. a day or even the higher wages which
are paid onl the goldfields could save £300
in a reasonable time? I venture to say
that I should be applauded for settling
men without means onl the land. I be-
lieve that 80 per cent, of such men would
succeed, but if only 40 per cent, of the
men without money succeeded we would
have done a great work for the State.
There was no unfairness, as was alleged
by the member for Forrest, in connection
with the sale of land on which the Agri-
cultural Bank offered advances. We
classified the land, subimitted the classifi-
cation to the hank with the price fixed,
and the bank then determined the ad-
vance. The plans were open to the
public: they knew whether they would
get an advance or not, and what system
would be fairer than that? I adopted
this system because there were too many
disappointments on the part of people
who hel land on which the bank would
not make advances. Under my system,
if an applicant took up) land which was
not approved by the bank for an advance,

lie would have no cause for complaint
if hie did not receive assistance. A plain
which I have before me shows the blocks
marked -off wherever the bank agreed to.
make advances. Could any policy be
fairer and should it not be conceded that
I did nll I could to guard against trouble
of the nature mentioned by the lion.
member? I an, not going to discuss here
to-night the prices charged for land,
because it is not a proper time to do it;
it call be d]one when wye come to thle
Estimates. My desire wvas to have these
regulations tabled and to give hio,,. mlem-
bers ala opportunity to discuss the effect
of themn. That desire has been gratified.
WVe have made the Minister for Lands
awvare of our opinion in regard to these
regulations. We are to have the papers,
aind when we get them we will see just
what led uip to the making of them, and
wvhen we see what happened we ill have
another opportunity if we so desire of
ventilating the matter further In the
meantime [ wish to thank the Minister
for having agreed to produce the papers,
bilt at the same time to express regret at
the attitude he has taken uip in regard
to this mistake of his. In common fair-
ness to the people of this State, and
particularly the land owner, the Minister
should reconsider his action, amend the
regulations and realise that he has no
possible right to go beyond the law of
the land, and these regulations of his
do go beyond anything that is the law of
the land.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.
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